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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  yet  again  the  honour  and  duty  of  presenting  to  you  an 
Annual  Report,  this  being  for  the  year  1971. 

As  has  been  the  case  on  the  occasion  for  every  previous  Annual 
Report,  the  population  is  larger  numerically  than  in  the  previous  year. 
This  year  there  has  been  an  increase  of  just  over  5%  for  the  entire 
district.  Again  as  is  almost  a  commonplace  to  note,  a  major  part  of  this 
increase  has  moved  into  the  Eastern  end  of  the  Joint  Committee  Area, 
and  Bradfield  Rural’s  population  has  gone  up  by  about  2,000.  But 
a  sufficiently  large  number  of  people  has  moved  into  the  rest  of  the 
Area  to  create  a  housing  problem  for  which  there  does  not  at  the 
moment  seern  to  be  any  ready  answer. 

My  concern  with  this  housing  problem,  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  is  difficult  to  quantify.  Certainly  it  goes  far  beyond  the  duties 
in  regard  to  Housing  which  are  defined  by  Statute.  At  a  visit  for  almost 
any  purpose,  one  is  aware  of  the  acute  need  for  more  housing.  It  is  not 
possible  to  specify  precisely  this  need  or  to  say  that  any  particular 
class  or  age  groups  is  the  most  needy.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  in 
two  fairly  well  defined  groups  there  is  without  doubt  much  distress. 
These  groups  are  the  comparatively  newly  married  couples,  and  the 
elderly. 

The  former  may  well  be  living  with  parents  and  possibly  one  or 
two  children  of  their  own,  plus  perhaps  one  or  two  of  their  own  siblings. 

The  elderly  are  probably  living  in  what  has  been  their  home  for 
the  greater  part  of  their  married  life.  This  may  in  all  respects,  in  absolute 
terms,  be  a  perfectly  satisfactory  house  in  that  it  is  free  from  damp,  suit¬ 
ably  lighted  etc.  and  even  fitted  with  every  reasonable  convenience. 
Yet  in  relation  to  it’s  now  elderly  occupants  it  may  be  difficult  or  even 
well  nigh  impossible  to  maintain.  Stairs  which  must  be  climbed  several 
times  a  day  for  normal  hygienic  purposes  may  bring  on  attacks  of  angina 
or  they  present  almost  as  an  expedition  to  the  elderly  person  with 
chronic  bronchitis.  Or  the  unsuitability  may  be  just  that  the  garden 
which  may  well  have  been  a  source  of  joy  and  relaxation  during  the 
distant  days  of  full  vigour  is,  because  of  it’s  size,  becoming  derelict  and 
neglected. 

It  may  be  thought  that  this  latter  reason  is  too  trivial  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  when  assessing  the  need  to  rehouse.  But  if  ever  the 
phrase  incorporated  in  the  charter  of  the  World  Health  Organisation, 
which  I  have  always  felt  to  be  worded  rather  too  vaguely  to  be  significant, 
which  refers  to  health  as  being  a  state  of  complete  physical,  mental  and 
social  well  being,  is  to  have  any  meaning,  then  I  am  sure  that  conditions 
such  as  those  which  I  have  just  described  are  precisely  those  which  were 
envisaged. 

Many  of  the  cases  of  Housing  need  come  to  my  notice  not 
through  incidental  channels  but  because  there  is  a  direct  request  from  a 
patient’s  own  family  doctor  for  priority  to  be  given  to  this  patient  or 
that,  since  the  patient’s  doctor  considers  that  the  housing  conditions 
per  se  are  a  contributory  factor  to  the  patient’s  illness.  Unfortunately 
such  cases  are  so  proliferate  that  a  high  proportion  of  the  housing 
provided  by  the  local  authorities  could  be  filled  by  these  medical  cases 
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alone.  To  try  to  sort  out  some  criteria  of  precedence  among  those 
cases  is  a  task  which  brings  no  small  degree  of  odium  to  both  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  sometimes  to  the  Housing  Manager. 

But  at  the  same  time  as  there  is  a  very  evident  need  for  some 
increase  in  the  supply  of  one  of  the  basic  needs  of  life,  namely,  housing^ 
there  has  been  in  the  district  during  the  year  the  completion  of  one  of 
the  more  sophisticated  menaces  to  life  and  health.  I  refer  to  the  motor¬ 
way. 

I  have  made  mention  in  the  past  of  the  trouble  which  occurred 
during  the  construction  of  this  monument  to  our  subservience  to  the 
motor  car.  I  am  sure  that  although  the  immediate  nuisance  from  this 
source  has  been  ended  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  before  the  crashes 
occur  and  the  deaths  (the  numbers  of  which  will  appear  in  this  report) 
and  the  injuries  (which  will  not)  begin. 

The  motorways  by  their  very  existence  are  conducive  to  a  greater 
use  of  the  motor  car  with  not  only  the  hazards  I  have  mentioned  but  also 
the  invisible  part  of  the  iceberg  in  the  wastage  of  raw  materials  used  in 
both  the  manufacture  and  running  of  these  vehicles. 

This  theme  of  exploitation  of  natural  resources  has  been  a  very 
popular  one  during  1971  and  according  to  the  authority  one  reads  or 
hears  the  end  is  foreseeable,  even  if  not  accurately  predictable.  But  the 
impact  on  the  man  in  the  street  has  been  negligible.  Perhaps  this  is 
understandable  in  the  light  of  the  lack  of  direction  he  has  been  given  by 
the  higher  authorities.  That,  given  adequate  motivation,  the  population 
at  large  will  co-operate  must  be  beyond  question.  The  last  war  proved 
that.  Many  can  remember  the  salvage  and  reclamation  whoih  were  so 
vital  then  —  even  to  the  returning  of  used  tooth  paste  tubes.  But  faced 
with  a  disaster  which  —  according  to  some  authorities  —  is  possibly 
going  to  have  even  more  far  reaching  effects,  virtually  no  incentive  to 
re-cycling  is  given.  In  fact  tacit  Government  approval  to  further  dep¬ 
redations  such  as  Concorde  and  motorways  is  given.  The  logistics  of  the 
predictions  of  doomsday  are  beyond  my  comprehension  and  comment 
on  their  accuracy  is  thus  impossible. 

But  is  it  too  much  to  deplore  on  first  principles  the  massive  waste 
of  —  to  give  but  three  examples  which  are  commonplace  —  paper,  metal 
and  glass?  The  re-organisation  of  Local  Government  which  is  now  an 
established  fact  is  going  to  give  a  never  to  be  repeated  opportunity  to 
amend  refuse  collection  and  disposal  services.  Is  it  facile  to  hope  that 
the  increased  centralisation  and  efficiency  may  lead  to  more  refuse 
being  viewed  as  raw  material  rather  than  mere  bulk  for  disposal? 

Coincident  with  Local  Government  re-organisation  is  to  come  an 
upheaval  of  the  National  Health  Service.  This  latter  I  view  with  some 
misgivings.  Having  spent  over  20  years  in  Local  Government  service  I 
shall  regret  the  severance  of  the  existing  links,  although  realising  that 
at  present  anomalies  do  exist.  I  feel  too  —  and  here  I  am  by  no  means 
being  egoistic  —  that  the  public  will  miss  the  services  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health.  I  have  in  the  past  made  mention  of  the  imprecise  boundaries 
of  many  Medical  Officer  of  Health  duties.  But  essentially  we  have  been 
local  and  approachable.  I  cannot  see  that  the  new  Community  Physic¬ 
ians  will  have  the  same  aura  of  being  part  of  the  district  in  the  public 
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mind  and  I  feel  that  both  they  and  we  will  be  poorer  thereby. 


May  I  —  at  the  end  of  what  will  be  my  last  Annual  Report  but 
two  —  thank  the  Committee  and  my  fellow  officers  for  their  help, 
advice  and  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant 
ROBERT  HANDY 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


District 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and 
Inland  Water) 

Estimated 

Population 

Persons 
per  Acre 

Newbury  Borough 

2,612 

23,940 

9.2 

Bradfield  Rural 

52,989 

41,090 

0.8 

Newbury  Rural 

43,082 

25,660 

0.6 

Hungerford  Rural 

44,817 

11,460 

0.3 

Joint  Districts 

143,519 

102,150 

0.7 

Area 

Births 

Deaths 

Population 
Change 
(  +  or  -  ) 

Births 

Minus 

Deaths 

Newbury  Borough 

402 

260 

+  1,630 

142 

Bradfield  R.D. 

761 

332 

+1,960 

429 

Newbury  R.D. 

465 

234 

+790 

231 

Hungerford  R.D. 

218 

142 

+660 

76 

Joint  Districts 

1,846 

968 

+5,040 

878 

AREA  COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 


Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Hungerford 

Rural 

Births 

1.02 

0.93 

0.98 

1.09 

Deaths 

•  •  • 

0.83 

1.34 

0.94 

0.73 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births  and  Deaths 

The  following  table  shows  the  totals  of  birtl^  and  deaths  and  the  rates 
per  thousand  appropriate  population.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1970  are 
in  brackets. 


District 

Number  of 
Live  Births 

Live  Births 
Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Deaths 
per  1 ,000 
five  Births 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 

402  (395) 
761  (741) 
465  (427) 
218  (180) 

17.1  (18.1) 

17.2  (17.6) 

17.7  (16.9) 

20.7  (18.2) 

9.0  (9.7) 
10.9  (9.5) 
8.6  (9.9) 
9.1  (8.5) 

12  (10) 
8(11) 
6(12) 

32  (  6) 

Joint  Districts 

1,846(1,743) 

18.1  (17.9) 

9.4  (9.5) 

11  (10) 

Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield  Newbury 
Rural  Rural 

Hungerford 

Rural 

Joint 

Districts 

Illegitimate  live  births 
per  cent  total  live  births 

7  (8) 

7  (5)  5  (6) 

6(7) 

7(6) 

District 

Still-births 

Total  live  and 
still-births 

Still 

birth  rate 

Neo-natal 
death  rate 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 

Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 

3(2) 

6(6) 

7  (5) 

2(1) 

405  (397) 

767  (747) 

472  (432) 

220  (181) 

7(5) 

8(8) 

15  (12) 

9(6) 

8(16) 

7  (9) 
9(17) 

6  (— ) 

Joint  Districts 

18 (14) 

1,864  (1,757) 

10(8) 

9  (7) 

Early  Neo-natal  Peri  natal  death 

District  death  rate  rate 


Newbury  Borough 

7  (8) 

15  (13) 

Bradfield  Rural 

7  (7) 

14(15) 

Newbury  Rural 

4(9) 

19  (21) 

Hungerford  Rural 

23  (6) 

32  (11) 

Joint  Districts 

9(7) 

18  (19) 

District 

Total 

Infant 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Infants  under 

4  weeks  of  age 

Legitimate 
Infant 
death  rate 

Illegitimate 
Infant 
death  rate 

Newbury  District 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 

5  (4) 
6(8) 
3(5) 

7  (1) 

4(3) 

5  (5) 

2  (4) 

5  (1) 

13(11) 

8(11) 

7(12) 

29  (6) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

71  (-) 

Joint  Districts 

21  (18) 

16  (13) 

10(11) 

8  (-) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Hunger-  Total 

Newbury  Bradfield  Newbury  ford  (all 

DEATHS:  Borough  Rural  Rural  Rural  areas) 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Late  effects  of 
Respiratory  T.B. 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Meningococcal  infection 
Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 
All  other  infective  and 
parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm, 
buccal  cavity  etc. 
Malignant  neoplasm, 
oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm, 


stomach  4 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

intestine  9 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

lung,  bronchus  13 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
larynx 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

breast  3 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

uterus  2 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

prostate  4 

Leukaemia  1 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms  17 

Benign  neoplasms  and 
neoplasms  of 

unspecified  nature  1 

Diabetes 

Avitaminoses  and  other 


nutritional  deficiency 
Other  endocrine  etc. 

diseases 

Anaemias 

Other  diseases  of  blood  etc. 
Mental  disorders  1 

Meningitis 

Multiple  sclerosis  1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous 

system  and  sense  organs  2 
Active  rheumatic  heart 
disease 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart 

disease  2 


Hypertensive  disease 

4 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

56 

Other  forms  of  heart 

disease 

15 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

50 

Other  diseases  of  the 

circulatory  system 

14 

Influenza 

- 

Pneumonia 

23 

Bronchitis,  emphysema 

4 

1 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

- 

3 

- 

2 

2 

4 

6 

2 

2 

14 

7 

7 

4 

27 

11 

13 

8 

45 

5 

2 

2 

12 

5 

- 

- 

7 

1 

3 

_ 

8 

5 

- 

1 

7 

22 

11 

8 

58 

1 

5 

1 

1 

7 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

2 

1 

- 

4 

3 

2 

1 

8 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

3 

1 

10 

89 

52 

33 

230 

26 

17 

12 

70 

47 

37 

22 

156 

13 

13 

7 

47 

31 

26 

11 

91 

11 

5 

5 

25 
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Other  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system 
Peptic  ulcer 
Appendicitis 

Intestinal  obstruction  and 
hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  the  liver 
Other  diseases  of  the 
digestive  system 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Other  diseases  of  the 
genito-urinary  system 
Diseases  of  the  musculo¬ 
skeletal  system  and 
connective  tissue 
Congenital  anomalies 
Birth  injury,  difficult  labour 
and  other  anoxic  and 
hypoxic  conditions 
Other  causes  of  perinatal 
mortality 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined 
conditions 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide  and  self-inflicted 
injuries 

All  other  external  causes 


4  4  2 

1  1  2 

1  2  2 

1  -  1 

1  1  1 

1 

2  1 

3  2  5 

1  1 

5  -  2 

2  3  1 

1  2  1 

2  1 

1  5  5 

10  9  3 

1  1 

1  2  3 


1  11 

1  5 


5 

1  3 

1  4 

1 

3 

10 


1  3 

1  8 


3  9 

4 

3 

3  14 

3  25 


1 


3 

6 


Total .  260  332  234  142  968 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  in  each  district  during  1971 : 


Hunger-  Total 

Newbury  Bradfield  ford  Newbury  All 
Disease  Borough  Rural  Rural  Rural  Areas 


Anthrax  _____ 

Acute  Encephalitis  _____ 

Acute  Meningitis  _____ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  _____ 

Cholera  _____ 

Diphtheria  _____ 

Dysentery  _____ 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  Paratyphoid)  -  -  _  — 

Food  Poisoning  —  6  1  18 

Infective  Hepatitis  5  13  -  28  46 

Leprosy  _  -  -  — 

Leptospirosis  _____ 
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Malaria 

Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Plague 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhus 

Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  Fever 


134  271 


267  266  938 


3  115 


6 


1 

10 


2 


1 

19 


13  18 


2 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

These  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Health 
Department  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Immunisation  is  performed  at  Child  Health  Centres  and  by  the 
general  practitioners. 


NEWBURY  BOROUGH 
IMMUNISATION  1971 


Children 

Bom  In 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964-67 

Others  Under 
16  yrs. 

Triple: 

Primary 

83 

191 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

72 

2 

3 

— 

Dip/Tet. 

Primary 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

25 

257 

33 

15 

Measles 

— 

215 

92 

79 

53 

— 

Polio: 

Primary 

85 

190 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

24 

262 

33 

31 

Smallpox: 

9-12 

1  yr. 

2-4 

5-15 

Over  15 

Others  Under 

mths. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

16  yrs. 

Primary 

— 

149 

175 

7 

5 

— 

Re-vaccination 

— 

— 

16 

41 

57 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL 
IMMUNISATION  1971 


Children 

Born  In 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964-7 

Others  Under 
16  yrs. 

Triple: 

Primary 

179 

374 

67 

12 

8  8 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

239 

27 

3 

— 

Dip/Tet. 

Primary 

— 

— 

7 

21 

11 

— 

Booster 

—  — 

— 

63 

41 

509 

19 

Measles 

— 

343 

69 

97 

29 

17 

Polio: 

Primary 

177 

381 

83 

7 

5 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

228 

26 

2 

— 

Smallpox: 

9-12 

lyr. 

2-4 

5-15 

Over  15 

Others  Under 

mths. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

16  yrs. 

Primary 

5 

363 

262 

4 

7 

— 

Re-vaccination 

— 

— 

17 

75 

89 

— 

HUNGERFORD  RURAL 

IMMUNISATION  1971 

Children 

Born  In 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964-7 

Other  Under 
16  yrs. 

Tripie: 

Primary 

31 

93 

8 

6 

— 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

27 

1 

6 

— 

Dip/Tet. 

Primary 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

24 

31 

4 

— 

Measles: 

— 

55 

27 

9 

17 

— 

Polio: 

Primary 

29 

86 

6 

5 

— 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

48 

32 

4 

— 

Smallpox: 

9-12 

1  yr. 

2-4 

5-15 

Over  15 

Others  Under 

mths. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

16  yrs. 

Primary 

— 

66 

71 

— 

— 

— 

Re-vaccination 

— 

— 

3 

14 

2 

— 

13 


NEWBURY  RURAL 
IMMUNISATION  1971 


Children 

Bom  In 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1964-7 

Others  Under 
16  yrs. 

Triple: 

Primary 

89 

221 

14 

9 

3 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

88 

112 

136 

— 

Dip/Tet. 

Primary 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

48 

149 

197 

— 

Measles: 

- 

224 

149 

55 

59 

26 

Polio: 

Primary 

74 

225 

11 

3 

2 

— 

Booster 

— 

— 

176 

262 

264 

— 

Smallpox: 

9-12 

1  yr. 

2-4 

5-15 

Over  15 

Others  Under 

mths. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

16  yrs. 

Primary 

— 

154 

142 

21 

9 

— 

Re-vaccination 

— 

— 

64 

59 

7 

— 

NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1971 

Newbury 

Bradfield 

Newbury 

Hungerford 

Age 

Periods 

Borough 
Non. 
Resp.  Resp. 

Rural 

Non. 
Resp.  Resp. 

Rural 

Non. 
Resp.  Resp. 

Rural 
Non. 
Resp.  Resp. 

0-  1 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

1  -  5 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

5-10 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

10-  15 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

15  -  20 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

20-25 

— 

— 

3 

—  — 

1 

25-35 

1 

— 

3  1 

—  — 

1 

35-45 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

—  — 

45  -55 

1 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

55  -65 

2 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

65  &  upwards 

1 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

Totals 

6 

— 

9  1 

1 

2 

14 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  (respiratory  and  non-respiratory)  which  have  occurred  in  the 
combined  areas  during  the  last  ten  years. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

1962 

17 

1 

18 

1963 

26 

1 

27 

1964 

23 

2 

25 

1965 

24 

9 

33 

1966 

11 

2 

13 

1967 

20 

1 

21 

1968 

9 

1 

10 

1969 

15 

2 

17 

1970 

8 

6 

14 

1971 

18 

1 

19 

15 
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NEWBURY  BOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

for  the  year 

1971 
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STAFF 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

G.J.WICKENS,  M.A.P.H.I. 

✓ 

Qualifications:  — 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Joint  Board  as  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  as  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  Other  Food. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  K.  H.  JAMES,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Qualifications:  — 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Joint  Board  as  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  as  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  Other  Food. 

Certificate  of  Sanitary  Science  as 
applied  to  Buildings  and  Public 
Works. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  J.  HAYWARD,  M.A.P.H.I., 

A.M.R.S.H. 


Qualifications:— 

Public  Health  Inspectors  Diploma 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
Education  Board. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Society  of 
Health  for  the  Inspection  of  Meat 
and  Other  Food. 

Smoke  Inspectors  Diploma  issued 
by  the  Royal  Society  of  Health. 

Shorthand-T  ypist 

Miss  E.  M.  Ferguson 
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Water  Supplies 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year.  All  the 
houses  within  the  Borough  are  supplied  from  the  mains. 

38  samples  of  domestic  water  supply  were  taken  and  in  each  instance  the 
supply  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Concern  was  expressed  on  two  occasions  of 
discolouration  of  kettles,  chemical  analysis  of  samples  of  water  from  these 
premises  showed  that  no  exception  could  be  taken  to  the  water  for  domestic 
premises. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Chief  Chemist  and  staff  of  the  Thames  Valley 
Water  Board  on  any  problems  presented  to  them  has  been  a  continuing  feature  of 
the  year,  and  the  speed  with  which  any  queries  are  dealt  with  by  this  department 
is  certainly  note  worthy. 

Swimming  Pools 

82  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  two  swimming  pools  in  the  area, 
and  all  these  samples,  except  one  batch,  were  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  filtration  plant  was  being 
attended  to  by  a  new  employee. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district  are  satis¬ 
factory,  and  few  houses  remain  that  can  be  readily  connected  to  a  drainage 
system. 

No  serious  problems  were  experienced  with  any  properties  on  septic  tank 
drainage. 

The  flooding  of  some  areas  due  to  the  excessive  rain  in  June  caused  incon¬ 
venience  and  damage,  but  fortunately  the  number  of  houses  affected  allowed  for 
prompt  attention  and  arrangements  to  dry  out  with  heaters  where  necessary. 

HOUSING 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT 
HOUSES  ELSEWHERE 

Return  for  year  1970 

A.l.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


In  Clearance  Areas 

(Housing  Act,  1957) 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc., 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2),  Housing  Act,  1957 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  17(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 

certified  unfit  by  M.O.H. 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

where  action  has  been  taken  under 
local  Acts. 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 

Orders 

A.2.  Number  of  dwellings  included  above 
which  were  previously  reported 
as  closed. 


Houses 

demolished 


8 


7 


Displaced 
during  year 
Persons  Families 
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B. 

UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

(8) 

Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and 

35(1),  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

—  — 

(9) 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 

Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

—  — 

(10) 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

—  — 

C. 

UNFIT  HOUSES  MaDE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE 

REMEDIED 

By  Local 

By  Owner  Authority 

(11) 

After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

46 

(12) 

After  formal  notice  under 
(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

10 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1957 

—  — 

(13) 

Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

D. 

UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

Number  of  separate 

Number 

dwellings  contained 

of  Houses 

in  column  (1) 

(1) 

(2) 

(14) 

Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

— 

— 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

— 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

— 

— 

(15) 

Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

under  Section  34  or  35 

— 

— 

E. 

PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 

Number  of  occupants 

Number  of 

of  houses  in 

Houses 

column  (1) 

0) 

(2) 

(16) 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 

those  included  in  confirmed  Clear¬ 
ance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Pur¬ 
chase  Orders  purchased  in  the 
year  1971. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1957  -  1969 

Demolition  of  part  of  Camp  Close  continued  during  the  year  and  at  the 
end  of  December  nearly  half  the  site  was  ready  for  re-development. 

The  Clearance  Order  made  in  1970  in  respect  of  1  -  11  Eastbourne 
Terrace  was  the  subject  of  a  Public  Enquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Environment  in 
May  1971.  At  the  Enquiry  one  house  was  withdrawn  by  the  Council  from  the 
Clearance  Order,  and  at  the  year’s  end  the  Minister’s  decision  on  his  Inspector’s 
report  was  still  awaited  on  the  other  ten  houses. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1969,  PART  3,  SECTION  45  AND  46 
QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

25  Applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were  approved  during  the 
year  and  also  6  applications  for  Provisional  Qualification  Certificates.  One  applic¬ 
ation  for  a  Qualification  Certificate  was  refused. 

Since  the  introduction  of  these  certificates  55  Qualification  Certificates 
have  been  approved  together  with  8  Provisional  Certificates  and  4  certificates 
refused. 

The  procedure  now  necessary  with  Provisional  Qualification  Certificates 
unfortunately  prolongs  the  time  lag  from  when  agreement  for  the  provision  of 
amenities  is  first  obtained  until  the  commencement  of  the  works  to'  provide  all 
the  amenities. 

FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Milk  and  Dairies 

The  sale  of  milk  in  supermarkets  and  other  shops  has  become  the  trend 
of  trade  in  increasing  amount  and  makes  one  more  commodity  to  be  watched 
to  ensure  that  strict  rotation  of  product  is  maintained. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  milk:- 


Total 

Type  of  Milk  Samples  Satis-  Unsatis- 

Samples  procured  taken  factory  factory  Void 


1  Methylene  Blue 

Test 

2  Phosphatase  Test 

3  Turbidity  Test 


T.T. 

Past.  83 

Past.  83 

Sterilized  2 


66  -  17 

83 
2 


Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 


97 

grades:  - 


samples  of  ice-cream  were  examined  and  placed  in  the  following 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


83 

12 

1 

1 


Softa-freeze 


The  low  grade  samples  of  ice-cream  were  from  a  cold  mix  powder  where 
reconstitution  was  undertaken  on  the  premises.  Ignorance  in  the  methods  of 
cleaning  the  complex  machine  can  be  attributed  to  the  failure  of  these  samples, 
as  the  occupier  of  these  premises  had  only  recently  taken  over  the  shop.  After 
advice  from  an  officer  good  results  were  achieved. 


Classification  of  Food  Premises  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960 


Bakers  .  8 

Butchers  .  .  ...  ...  15 

Catering  Premises  and  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  31 

Dairies  .  1 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Greengrocers...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

General  Stores  .  ...  .  36 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Supermarkets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Wholesale  Depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


195 


21 


FOOD  SURRENDERED  OR  CONDEMNED 


Tons  Cwts  lbs. 


Tons  Cwts  lbs. 


1.  Meat 

(a)  slaughterhouse 

(i)  carcase  meat  10 

(ii)  offal  19 

(b)  wholesale  premises 

(i)  carcase  meat  1 

(ii)  offal 

(c)  retail  shops 

(i)  carcase  meat 

(ii)  offal 

2.  Cooked  meat  and  meat 
products 

3.  Canned  meats 

4.  Other  canned  foods 

5.  Fish  (fresh) 

6.  Fruit  and  vegetables  (fresh) 

7.  Frozen  foods  due  to  cabinet 
breakdowns 

8.  Other  foods 


22  0 

10  30  12  0 


4  20 

1  4  20 


4  12 

70  4  82 

2  61 
4  26 

2  2  10 


60 

2  6  26 
3  51 


Total  37  0  0 


It  is  worth  commenting  that  no  fresh  fish  was  condemned  during  the 
year  and  says  much  for  the  improved  method  of  delivery  generally,  at  the  same 
time  it  must  be  observed  that  the  amount  of  fresh  fish  available  for  sale  in  the 
town  has  fallen  considerably  over  the  past  few  years. 

Meat  Inspection 

Increased  throughput  at  the  abattoir  was  obtained  during  the  year  and  this 
was  achieved  without  any  longer  working  hours  as  a  new  de-hairing  machine 
was  installed  in  May.  The  throughput  of  this  machine  is  virtually  double  that 
of  the  previous  one,  and  whilst  throughput  has  not  yet  doubled  the  hours 
worked  at  the  abattoir  have  been  reduced. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Number  Slaughtered 

3,094 

945 

383 

3,881 

46,419 

54,722 

Number  Inspected 

3,094 

945 

383 

3,881 

46,419 

54,722 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

37 

20 

6 

207 

272 

22 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  624 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  20.2 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  - 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  - 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  7 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration  7 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  - 


359  9  151  5,814  6,957 

41.9  7.5  4.0  12.7 

-  86  86 

0.18 

1  -  8 

1  -  8 


FACTORIES,  WORKPLACES,  SHOPS,  ETC. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


l. 

Part  1  of  the  Act 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 

to  health 

(including 

Premises 

O) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

35 

15 

(ii) 

factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

126 

103 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises). 

TOTAL 

161 

118 

— 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars  Found 

(1)  (2) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Notified 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 
(3)  (4)  (5) 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

—  — 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

—  — 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

—  — 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

2 

2 

1 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 

—  — 

Nil 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

—  — 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

—  — 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

—  — 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the  Acts 

(not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

—  — 

Nil 

TOTAL 

8 

8 

1 

Nil 

PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL  AND  DISINFECTION 


Rodent  Control: 

The  number  of  agricultural,  horticultural  and  business  properties  which 
were  under  contract  to  the  Joint  Rodent  Control  Committee  at  the  end  of  1971 
were:- 

Newbury  Borough  9 

Newbury  Rural  District  31 

Hungerford  Rural  District  43 

a  total  of  83 

No  real  difficulties  were  experienced  in  the  treatment  of  premises  for 
rats  but  a  number  of  problems  were  encountered  with  mice  and  there  did  seem 
to  be  a  definite  resistance  to  warfarin  by  mice  in  several  premises  within  the 
Borough. 

The  number  of  wasps  nests  treated  during  the  June  to  September  period 
reached  a  record  number,  and  in  addition  to  the  number  treated  by  the 
operators  insecticide  powder  was  made  available  to  individuals  to  treat  their  own 
wasps  nests. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Return  of  work  by  Rodent  Operators 

Type  of  Property 


All  other 
(including 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

Business  & 
Industrial 

Total 

1.  Total  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  in  Local  Authority’s 
district 

2.  Number  of  properties 

inspected  by  Local 

Authority  during  1969 

24 

(a) 

8 

7,799 

123 

14 

2,058 

49 

9,895 

180 

as  a  result  of,  (b) 


24 


(a)  notification,  or 

(b)  otherwise 

3.  Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to  be 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

infested  by  rats 

4.  Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to  be 

9 

99 

1 

37 

146 

seriously  infested  by  mice 

5.  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (under  3  and  4) 
treated  by  the  Local 

24 

14 

38 

Authority 

6.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4 

9 

123 

1 

51 

184 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  works 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(i.e.  Proofing) 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Total 

7.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  by 
Local  Authority  following 
issue  of  notice  under 

Section  4 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

8.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

A  general  inspection  was  achieved  in  most  of  the  premises  registered  within 
the  Borough  and  the  review  did  not  bring  to  light  any  serious  contraventions 
of  the  Act.  The  total  number  employed  in  the  registered  premises  has  shown  a 
falling  of  some  500  over  the  last  few  years. 


TABLE  A  -  Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 
(1) 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 
(2) 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 
(3) 

No.  of  registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 
(4) 

Offices 

10 

120 

82 

Retail  Shops 

10 

202 

190 

Wholesale  Shops,  warehouses 

2 

15 

16 

Catering  establishments  open 
the  public,  canteens 

to 

2 

34 

34 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

24 

373 

324 

TABLE  B  -  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  Registered  Premises 

879 
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TABLE  C  -  Analysis  of  persons  employed  in 
Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 
(1) 

Number  of  persons 
employed 
(2) 

Offices  . 

1,703 

Retail  Shops . 

1,531 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  . 

197 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public . 

244 

Canteens  . 

15 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

7 

Total  . 

3,697 

Total  males . 

1,506 

females  . 

2,191 

TABLE  D  -  Exemptions 

Sanitary  Washing 

Class  of  Premises  Space  Temperature  Conveniences  Facilities 

(0  (Sec. 5(2))  (Sec. 6)  (Sec. 9)  (sec. 10) 

Offices  -  —  _  _ 

Retail  Shops  —  -  _  _ 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  _  _  _  _ 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

the  public,  canteens  -  -  _  _ 

Fuel  Storage  depots  —  —  _ 


TABLE  E  -  Prosecutions 

Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the  hearing  was  completed  in  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  complaints  (or  summary  applications)  made  under  Section  22  Nil 

Number  of  interim  orders  granted  Nil 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1968 
SECTION  6 

Two  new  boilers  were  installed  during  the  year  and  it  is  strange  to  say  that 
these  two  boilers  came  into  operation  within  a  week  of  each  other  which  does 
seem  remarkable  in  view  of  the  small  number  of  boilers  in  the  area  within  the 
scope  of  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

One  boiler  in  particular  is  worthy  of  note  because  it  is  a  duel  fuel  boiler 
capable  of  burning  wood  waste  and  oil,  and  it  is  hoped  will  result  in  more  satis¬ 
factory  and  efficient  combustion  of  wood  waste  which  can  be  a  difficult  material 
to  dispose  of  especially  when  contaiminated  with  laminates  and  resins. 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

All  parishes  in  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  Engle  field  and  Sulham 
continued  to  be  supplied  with  an  adequate  quantity  of  mains  water  under  the 
control  of  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 

Water  for  this  district  is  drawn  from  six  underground  sources  -  Bradfield, 
Grazeley,  Mortimer,  Pangbourne,  Ufton  Nervet  and  Streatley  -  and  is  chlorinated 
before  distribution.  The  mains  water  supplies  are  inter-connected  so  that  should  a 
deficiency  occur  at  one  source  the  supply  can  be  augmented  from  another  and 
services  maintained. 

Both  bacteriological  and  chemical  samples  were  taken  regularly  by  the 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board  throughout  the  supply  works  and  distribution  system 
during  the  year. 

A  total  of  448  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
results  showed  the  water  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  standard  of  bacterial  purity.  The 
Boards  reports  that  there  were  no  instances  of  unusual  contamination  occurring 
during  the  year. 

The  fluoride  occurring  naturally  in  the  water  drawn  from  the  six  sources 
ranges  from  less  than  0.1  mgm. /litre  at  the  Bradfield,  Pangbourne  and  Streatley 
bores,  to  1.4  mgm. /litre  at  the  Grazeley  source. 

The  number  of  samples  taken,  the  fluoride  content  and  approximate  area 
served  from  the  various  sources  are  summaried  below :- 


Source 

Storage 

Area  Served 

Natural 

Fluoride 

Bradfield 

48 

Burnt  Hill  Reservoir 

2 

Bradfield,  Bucklebury 

Great  House  ” 

2 

Yattendon,  Stanford 

Less  than 

Dingley 

0.1 

Tutts  Clump  ” 

2 

Frilsham,  Beenham 

Frilsham  Tower 

4 

Grazeley 

78 

Burghfield 

1.4 

Mortimer 

68 

Mortimer,  Beech  Hill 

1.3 

Pangbourne 

90 

Tilehurst  Tower 

6 

Pangbourne,  Purley, 

Less  than 

Tilehurst  Reservoirs 

8 

Theale,  Tilehurst 

0.1 

Ufton  Nervet 

53 

1.0 

Woods  Farm 

56 

Streatley  Reservoir 

2 

Streatley,  Basildon, 

Less  than 

Streatley  Tower 

4 

Ashampstead 

0.1 

No  samples  of  raw  water  have  been  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
but  a  number  of  routine  samples  of  mains  water  on  final  distribution  were  taken 
at  points  throughout  the  district  and  each  was  reported  as  being  of  high  bacterio¬ 
logical  quality. 

Emphasis  was  again  placed  on  the  regular  bacteriological  sampling  through¬ 
out  the  year  of  all  private  water  supplies  in  the  area  serving  food  premises,  Estates 
or  large  groups  of  houses  and  industrial  premises.  In  addition  to  the  routine 
sampling  carried  out,  samples  were  also  taken  from  individual  wells  serving 
domestic  premises  at  the  request  of  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  properties 
involved. 
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Although  tending  to  be  time  consuming,  until  mains  water  supplies  are 
made  available  to  all  parts  of  the  district,  sampling  of  these  private  supplies  must 
of  necessity  remain  one  of  the  fundamental,  yet  one  of  the  more  important  calls 
on  the  Department. 

During  the  period  under  review  a  total  of  174  water  samples  were  taken 
from  private  supplies  for  bacteriological  examination  and  of  these,  146  samples 
proved  entirely  satisfactory. 

Thirteen  supplies  tested  gave  unsatisfactory  results,  samples  indicating  the 
occurrence  of  intermittent  contamination,  and  the  owners  were  advised  to  fit 
chlorination  or  filtration  units  to  the  supply  system. 

Eight  private  supplies  were  subsequently  fitted  with  water  purification 
equipment  and  appropriate  remedial  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  remaining 
unsatisfactory  wells. 

Subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 


Parish 

Area  in 
Acres 

Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Houses  connected 
to  Mains  Water 
Houses  Est.  Pop. 

Houses  not 
on 

Mains  Water 

Aldermaston 

3438 

529 

2411 

514 

2343 

15 

Ashampstead 

2082 

133 

411 

133 

411 

Nil 

Basildon 

3139 

427 

1452 

424 

1441 

3 

Beech  Hill 

1136 

102 

335 

100 

328 

2 

Beenham 

2068 

289 

906 

266 

834 

23 

Bradfield 

4271 

440 

1612 

421 

1542 

19 

Bucklebury 

5825 

813 

2440 

724 

2173 

89 

Burghfield 

4310 

1174 

4043 

1140 

3926 

34 

Englefield 

1437 

65 

204 

7 

22 

58 

Frilsham 

1078 

106 

335 

103 

326 

3 

Grazeley 

519 

8 

26 

8 

26 

Nil 

Padworth 

1184 

158 

500 

128 

405 

30 

Pangbourne 

1940 

932 

2979 

890 

2845 

42 

Purley 

1159 

979 

2689 

971 

2667 

8 

Stanford  Dingley 

1239 

82 

281 

66 

226 

16 

Stratfield  Mortimer 

3031 

1105 

3538 

1096 

3509 

9 

Streatley 

3655 

336 

1014 

318 

960 

18 

Sulham 

723 

35 

100 

2 

6 

33 

Sulhamstead 

1993 

532 

1690 

504 

1601 

28 

Sulh’mst’d  Bannister 

556 

32 

98 

32 

98 

Nil 

Theale 

1619 

mi 

3181 

1095 

3135 

16 

Tidmarsh 

785 

97 

311 

76 

244 

21 

Tilehurst 

1548 

3004 

10033 

3003 

10030 

1 

Ufton  Nervet 

2189 

75 

228 

71 

216 

4 

Wokefield 

665 

28 

116 

28 

116 

Nil 

Yattendon 

1400 

95 

307 

86 

278 

9 

TOTALS 

52989 

12687 

41240 

12206 

39708 

481 

A  small  number  of  dwellings  are  still  supplied  by  standpipes  but  accurate 
figures  are  not  available. 
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New  mains  laid  in  the  district  during  1971  were  as  follows:- 


LOCATION 

4” 

Extent 

6” 

9” 

Clayhill  Road,  Burghfield 

359 

School  Lane,  Burghfield 

224 

Pinelands  Estate,  Burghfield 

127 

Little  Heath  Road,  Tilehurst 

562 

147 

Off  Clayhill  Road,  Burghfield 

Turnham  Farm,  City  Road,  Tilehurst 

410 

849 

Thames  Park,  Streatley 

248 

Hawkridge  House/Frilsham  Manor,  Frilsham 
Chapel  Row,  Bucklebury  Common 

1291 

349 

Burghfield  Common 

39 

564 

Aldermaston  Village 

179 

Sheffield  Mill  to  Sheffield  Bottom  Link 

18 

534 

TOTALS 

3457 

1879 

564 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

As  in  previous  years,  visits  were  made  to  each  of  the  14  school  swimming 
pools  in  the  district  before  the  start  of  the  swimming  season  to  advise  the 
teachers  or  operators  concerned  on  the  use  of  the  pool  equipment  to  achieve  satis¬ 
factory  chlorine  levels  during  the  season.  It  was  pleasing  to  find  that  resulting 
from  these  visits  over  the  last  few  years,  far  more  interest  is  now  being  taken  in 
the  operation  of  the  pools  and  whereas  formerly,  care  of  the  pool  tended  to  be 
regarded  as  somewhat  of  a  chore,  to  be  fitted  in  when  or  if  possible,  and  by  who¬ 
ever  was  available,  it  is  found  that  time  is  now  being  set  aside  to  check  pools  daily 
with  the  school’s  own  testing  kits  and  operating  techniques  are  greatly  improved. 

The  initial  visits  and  discussions  were  followed  up  by  routine  sampling 
during  the  Summer  months  when  chlorine  and  pH  levels  were  checked  with  the 
office  testing  equipment  and  samples  of  the  water  taken  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination. 

Owing  to  the  inclement  weather  most  of  the  pools  had  only  intermittent 
use  and  the  comprehensive  sampling  programme  undertaken  in  previous  years 
could  not  be  repeated. 

A  series  of  routine  samples  from  9  of  the  12  pools  sampled  were  entirely 
satisfactory.  Minor  adjustments  were  made  to  the  dosing  equipment  at  three 
and  later  checks  proved  satisfactory. 

One  school  pool  which  had  remained  open  over  the  Summer  Holidays  was 
subject  to  vandalism  and  on  the  instructions  of  the  Department  was  temporarily 
closed  down,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  the  younger  swimmers,  who  were  somewhat 
reluctant  to  leave  the  rather  murky  waters.  Clearance  to  re-open  was  able  to  be 
given  a  few  days  later  following  thorough  cleaning  and  the  re-filling  of  the  pool. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  details  in  respect  of 
new  drainage  schemes  and  improvements  undertaken  during  the  year. 

1.  Details  of  progress  on  the  various  drainage  schemes  is  as  follows: - 

A.  Foul  Drainage 

Scheme  Remarks 


Lower  Padworth 

New  sewer  and  3  pumping  stations. 
Disposal  at  Theale  treatment  works. 


Upper  Basildon/Stanford  Dingley/ 
Frilsham 

(Combined  contract  and  including 
relief  sewer  at  Pangbourne).  New  sewers 
and  6  pumping  stations. 

Theale  Sewage  Treatment  Works. 
Provision  of  sludge  treatment  plant 
(Paxman  Sludge  Concentrator). 


Aldermaston,  Pelican  Road  Area. 

(Joint  scheme  with  Basingstoke  R.D.C.) 
Provision  of  sewers. 


Contract  starting  date 
29th  March,  1971.  Contract 
completion  date  29th 
September,  1972. 


Tenders  due  to  be  received  in 
March  1972 


Contract  starting  date  23rd 
November,  1970.  Contract 
completion  date  31st  December, 
1971. 

Work  scheduled  for  completion 
in  February,  1972. 


B.  Surface  Water  Drainage 

Tilehurst,  Chapel  Hill  and  Little  Heath 
Road. 

Surface  water  sewers.  Work  completed. 

Tilehurst,  City  Road. 

Surface  water  relief  sewer.  Work  in  hand. 


2.  In  addition  to  the  schemes  mentioned  above,  the  following  areas  in  the 
district  require  main  drainage,  existing  arrangements  being  unsatisfactory. 

The  areas  listed  are  not  in  order  of  priority. 
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Cold  Ash  Road,  The  Ridge.  41  Possible  arrangement  with 

Newbury  R.D.C. 

Turners  Green  18 

The  Village  23  Would  require  separate  system. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Permanent  Sites  in  the  District  are  as  follows:- 

Garstons  Park  (Caravans)  Ltd.,  Tilehurst 
Frank  Pan  ter  (Sites)  Ltd.,  Ravenswing  Caravan 
Site,  Aldermaston 

Pinelands  Caravans  Site,  Aldermaston. 
Burghfield  Rectory. 

Old  Mill  Farm,  Beenham. 

Colyton  Way,  Purley  Park  Estate. 

River  Gardens,  Purley  Park  Estate. 

Isotope  Developments  Ltd.,  Beenham  Grange. 


222  Caravans 

150  Caravans 
42  Caravans 
1 1  Caravans 
6  Caravans 
3  Caravans 
2  Caravans 
2  Caravans 


In  addition  to  the  8  permanent  sites,  there  were  32  temporary  site  licences 
in  force  during  the  year.  The  number  of  caravans  on  licensed  sites  at  the  end  of 
the  year  totalled  487. 

Other  caravans  in  the  district  were  covered  by  the  exemption  clauses  of  the 
Caravans  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960  and  included  caravans  used 
to  supplement  sleeping  accommodation  from  a  house,  those  used  by  casual  labour 
in  seasonal  forestry  or  farming  operations,  or  those  used  in  connection  with 
building  or  engineering  operations. 

All  licensed  sites  in  the  district  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  in 
general,  conditions  were  found  to  be  good. 

A  total  of  78  visits  were  made  to  caravan  sites,  both  licensed  and  otherwise, 
during  the  period  under  review. 

The  two  temporary  sites  set  up  in  the  district  by  two  large  construction 
firms  for  their  employees  engaged  on  the  M4  workings,  and  having  full  sanitation 
facilities,  mains  water  supplies  and  refuse  disposal  facilities,  ran  smoothly  and 
presented  few  problems  for  the  Department. 

Unfortunately  this  could  not  be  said  in  the  case  of  other  caravans  occupied 
by  Motorway  workers  which  were  located  in  groups  or  individually  in  some  most 
unsuitable  places  along  the  length  of  the  M4  section.  The  absence  of  basic 
facilities,  together  with  the  absence  of  occupants  when  visits  were  made  in 
response  to  complaints  of  local  residents  led  to  a  disproportionate  amount  of  time 
being  spent  in  dealing  with  matters  that  not  only  in  many  cases  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  resolved,  but  should  never  have  arisen. 

As  previously  reported,  it  is  felt  that  suitable  arrangements  should  be  made 
by  contractors  engaged  on  major  works  of  this  nature  for  the  setting  up,  before 
the  work  commences,  of  proper  accommodation  and  facilities  for  employees, 
rather  than  it  be  left  to  the  individual  authorities  to  have  to  deal  with  the 
problems  created  by  the  influx  of  large  numbers  of  these  moveable  dwellings. 

In  general,  the  Travellers  Site  at  Four  Houses  Corner,  Mortimer,  continued 
to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Although  certain  recommendations 
concerning  the  Fire  Precautions  had  been  carried  out,  this  aspect  continued  to 
give  cause  for  concern.  Action  is  subsequently  being  taken  to  ensure  that  all 
‘storage  sheds’  being  used  as  additional  accommodation  from  the  vans,  a  number 
of  which  are  wired  with  electricity,  revert  back  to  their  original  purpose,  numbers 
of  vehicles  being  drawn  on  to  the  individual  pitches  are  to  be  confined  to  the 
car  park  provided  and  the  firepoint,  subjected  to  continual  vandalism,  is  to  be 
re-equipped  and  re-sited  within  the  curtilage  of  one  of  the  pitches  in  an  effort  to 
prevent  further  damage. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Employees:  4  Drivers. 

16  Loaders. 

1  Man  employed  on  Tip  Control. 

2  Men  for  Special  Collections. 

Equipment:  2  x  Bedford  Eagle  Compressload  7  (7  tons). 

2  x  Bedford  Eagle  Crushload  5  (5  tons). 

1  x  Bedford  Eagle  Crushload  3  (3  tons). 

1  x  Drott  Crawler  Tractor. 

1x6  ton  Bedford  Tipper  Truck  Control. 

1  x  Bedford  10  cwt.  van  and  trailer  for  special  collections. 

The  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  from  properties  in  the  district 
was  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  ‘inside  gate’  bin  collection  system  continued  to  be  operated  in  all 
parishes  but  a  small  number  of  kerbside  collections  still  have  to  be  made  at  those 
properties  in  the  area  having  no  front  door. 

As  in  previous  years,  supplies  of  paper  sacks  were  issued  to  those  farms  and 
isolated  properties  unable  to  be  reached  by  the  refuse  collection  vehicles  and 
collections  were  made  at  suitable  pick  up  points  as  and  when  required.  Paper  sacks 
were  issued  to  all  premises  where  collection  days  fall  on  Bank  Holidays  or  over 
the  Christmas  period. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  household  collections,  a  certain  amount  of  trade 
refuse  from  shops  was  collected  by  arrangement  for  which  a  charge  was  made. 
The  demand  for  the  free  service  for  collection  of  bulky  household  goods  was 
exceptionally  high  throughout  the  year,  undoubtedly  as  a  result  of  the  publicity 
given  to  this  scheme.  The  value  of  a  service  of  this  sort  was  reflected  in  a  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  indiscriminate  dumping  of  this  type  of  refuse  in  the  ditches  and  way- 
sides  of  the  district  so  prevalent  in  previous  years. 

During  1971  an  estimated  1 2,000  tons  of  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  way  of 
controlled  tipping  at  the  Council’s  tip  at  Webbs  Lane,  Beenham.  It  is  estimated 
that  at  the  present  rate  of  fill,  the  tip  should  provide  adequate  disposal  facilities 
for  the  next  1-1  Vi  years.  Acquisition  of  another  tip  in  the  Southern  section  of 
the  district  should  provide  tipping  space  for  approximately  five  years. 

Derelict  Vehicles 

Collection  and  disposal  of  derelict  vehicles  deposited  within  the  district 
continued,  as  in  previous  years,  to  be  carried  out  by  a  private  contractor  at  no 
cost  to  the  Council. 

Since  1965,  1047  vehicles  have  been  disposed  of  through  this  service. 


SEPTIC  TANK/CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE. 

This  service  which  is  carried  out  by  private  contractor  continued  in  general 
to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

No.  of  households  using  the  service  1237 

No.  of  households  having  free  emptyings  only 

(one  every  18  months).  735 

No.  of  households  having  frequent  chargeable  emptyings.  502 

1237  tanks  were  emptied  during  the  year  involving  1759  loads. 

When  the  main  drainage  schemes  at  Padworth  and  Pelican  Road,  Aldermas- 
ton,  are  completed,  a  total  of  236  households  at  present  using  the  service  can  be 
connected  to  the  new  sewers. 

Certain  difficulties  were  encountered  by  the  Contractors  during  the  year 
in  finding  suitable  sites  for  disposal  of  tanker  contents.  The  discharge  to  farmland 
near  dwellings  also  created  problems  and  with  the  ever  increasing  encroachment 
of  development  with  more  and  more  houses  extending  into  the  former  agricultural 
areas,  disposal  is  likely  to  become  increasingly  difficult.  It  is  felt  that  even  with 
the  extension  of  main  drainage,  individual  drainage  units  will  always  remain  with 
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us  and  that  the  ultimate  answer  is  for  adequate  facilities  to  be  provided  at  suitable 
sewage  works  in  the  district  where  both  Local  Authority  and  private  tankers  can 
discharge  their  loads  to  await  proper  treatment  through  the  plant. 


HOUSING 

Number  of  Dwellings  built: 

A.  By  Local  Authority  12 

B.  By  Private  Enterprise  433 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action.  67 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  informal 

action.  38 

3.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  by  statutory  action.  2 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made.  3 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made.  3 

6.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  were 

made.  3 

7.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  following  formal  or  informal 

action.  5 

8.  Number  of  dwellings  closed  following  formal  or  informal  action.  7 

9.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Orders  made  by  the 

Local  Authority.  Nil 

10.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  by 

the  Minister.  Nil 

11.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Clearance 

Orders.  Nil 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  following  grants  were  authorised  during  the  year:- 


Type  of  Grant 

Owner/Occupied 

Tenanted 

Type  of  Grant 

Premises 

Premises 

Total 

Standard 

9 

1 

10 

Discretionary 

59 

16 

75 

Totals 

68 

17 

85 

Qualification  Certificates 

Eollowing  receipt  of  applications  by  landlords  for  Qualification  Certificates 
to  be  issued  in  respect  of  their  properties,  housing  inspections  were  carried  out  by 
the  Department  to  ensure  that  the  dwellings  complied  with  the  qualifying 
conditions  of  the  1969  Housing  Act  in  respect  of  fitness  for  habitation,  good 
repair  and  the  provision  of  defined  Standard  Amenities. 
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It  was  found  that  quite  a  large  proportion  of  the  properties  inspected 
initially  did  not  come  up  to  the  standard  required,  some  houses  for  which 
Applications  had  been  made  lacked  amenities  and  some  were  found  to  be  in 
varying  degrees  of  disrepair. 

In  all  such  cases  the  owners  were  contacted  and  asked  to  have  the  defects 
or  deficiencies  rectified. 

Certificates  v/ere,  following  re-application,  subsequently  issued  on  satis¬ 
factory  completion  of  the  relevant  works. 

Other  visits  were  made  in  this  connection  at  the  request  of  those  owners 
who  sought  advice  on  the  suitability  of  their  properties  prior  to  their  making 
application  for  Certificates.  Without  exception,  it  has  been  found  that  these 
inspections  and  informal  discussions  on  the  standards  expected  have  proven  of 
immense  value. 

The  situation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows:  — 

Number  of  Qualification  Certificates  issued  1 1 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Provisional  Approval  issued  6 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Annual  Report  made  to  the  Department 
of  Employment: - 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  No.  of  No.  of  premises 
Premises  receiving  a 

registered  at  general  inspection 
end  of  year  during  the  year 

Number  of 
persons 
employed 

Offices 

5 

61 

44 

507 

Retail  Shops 

5 

94 

69 

339 

Wholesale  Departments,  and  Ware¬ 
houses 

3 

3 

34 

Catering  Establishments  open  to 
the  public  and  Canteens 

15 

9 

108 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

2 

1 

4 

TOTALS 

10 

175 

126 

992 

Total  Number  of  Males  Employed  370 

Total  Number  of  Females  Employed  622 

During  the  period  under  review  a  total  of  160  routine  visits  were  made  to 
126  different  registered  premises  within  the  district. 

It  was  found  on  inspection  that  most  premises  in  general  were  entirely 
satisfactory.  A  small  number  were  found  not  to  comply  in  all  respects  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act,  and  these  infringements  are  summarised  below. 


Absence  of  thermometer  8 

Inadequate  cleanliness  (basically 

redecoration)  8 

Unsatisfactory  floors,  passages  or  stairs  5 

Abstract  of  Act  not  provided  4 

Insufficient  first  aid  equipment  3 

Lack  of  hot  water  to  handbasins  2 

Suitable  temperature  2 

Inadequate  ventilation  to  sanitary 

accommodation  1 

Inadequate  lighting  1 

Inadequate  clothing  accommodation  1 


The  owners  of  these  premises  were  notified  of  the  deficiencies  either 
verbally  or  by  letter  and  in  most  cases  remedial  action  was  taken  immediately 

Recourse  to  formal  action  to  effect  compliance  was  not  found  necessary. 
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PETROLEUM  INSTALLATIONS 

Number  of  installations  licensed  during  1971  60 

Number  of  installations  inspected  46 

Number  of  visits  made  to  these  installations  226 


The  major  works  of  alteration  and  improvement  being  carried  out  at  many 
petroleum  installations  in  the  district  with  increases  in  storage  capacities,  install¬ 
ation  of  new  blending  pumps  and  other  equipment,  and  conversion  of  premises  to 
self-service  operation,  resulted  in  considerable  calls  on  the  Department,  reflected 
in  the  226  visits  made  throughout  the  year  in  connection  with  this  work. 

Visits  involving  the  pressure  testing  of  aged  petrol  tanks  in  the  district  were 
also  made  to  premises  where  the  soundness  of  the  installations  was  checked. 

During  the  year  three  installations  were  closed  down  and  17  tanks  taken 
out  of  service. 

Minor  contraventions  of  Licence  Conditions  were  found  at  19  premises 
during  routine  inspections.  Licensees  were  notified  either  verbally  or  by  letter 
and  asked  to  rectify  them. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER 

Number  of  persons  licenced  3 

Number  of  inspections  of  swill  boiling 

plant  and  equipment  5 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

During  the  year,  6  Licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Act  in  respect  of 
boarding  kennels  within  the  District.  Each  premises  was  inspected  twice  and 
conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  kennels  also  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  local  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector  who  is  invited  to  accompany  us  on  our 
inspections  of  these  premises. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

A.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Routine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  as 
follows: - 


No.  of  Samples 


Tested  and  found  satisfactory  Failed 

Methylene  Phosphatase  Colony  Methylene 
Blue  Blue 


Untreated  31  22  -  -  1* * 

Pasteurised  15  13  15  —  1* 

U.H.T.  2  -  -  2 

*  A  further  8  samples  of  pasteurised  and  1  sample  of  raw  milk  submitted  to 
the  methylene  blue  test  were  declared  void  due  to  high  ambient  temperatures. 

Those  samples  that  failed  the  methylene  blue  test  or  were  declared  void, 
were  resampled  and  were  found  satisfactory. 

All  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Brucella  ring  test.  Each 
proved  negative. 


B.  REGISTRATION  UNDER  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 

During  the  year  3  persons  were  registered  as  distributors  of  milk  under 
the  above  Regulations. 

The  total  number  of  milk  distributors  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  46. 

Three  premises  in  the  district  are  registered  as  dairies. 
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C.  FOOD  PREMISES 

Food  premises  in  the  district  are  as  follows:  - 


Cafes  and  Restaurants  16 

Licensed  Premises  and  Hotels  52 

Works  Canteens  12 

Clubs  1 3 

School  Kitchens  and  Hostels  41 

Butchers  1 1 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  1 

Bakehouses  5 

Grocers  68 

Greengrocers  9 

Confectioners  16 

Milk  Retailers  1 3 

Poultry  Slaughtering  Premises  2 

Others  16 


Total  278 


Three  hundred  and  eighty-six  visits  were  made  to  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  of  the  above  premises  during  the  year  and  standards  of  hygiene  were  in 
general  found  to  be  good. 

The  occupiers  of  forty-four  premises  inspected  were  requested  either 
verbally  or  by  letter  to  carry  out  various  works  in  connection  with  the  f  ood 
Hygiene  Regulations.  No  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 


D.  REGISTRATION  UNDER  SECTION  16  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 
Number  of  premises  registered  during  the  year  for:- 

1.  Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  3 

2.  Manufacture  or  preparation  of 

sausages  or  preserved  food.  1 

The  total  number  of  registered  premises  in  the  district  was  as  follows: - 


1. 

For  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream 

110 

2. 

For  the  manufacture  or  preparation 
of  sausages  or  preserved  food 

32 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

No.  of  Samples 

Provisional  Grade 

I  II 

III  IV 

17 

12  4 

1  - 

E.  VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  OF  FOODS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CON¬ 
SUMPTION 

The  following  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  by  food  traders  in  the 
district  and  condemnation  certificates  issued :- 

Canned  Foods  54  lb. 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  1 1  lb. 

Other  foods  55  lb. 

The  contents  of  6  frozen  food  cabinets  following  breakdown  of  the 
refrigeration  units. 
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POULTRY  INSPECTION 


Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District 

2 

Number  of  visits  to  these  premises 

30 

Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year 

90,110 

Types  of  birds  processed:—  Hens 

88,600 

(98.32%) 

Roasting  chicken 

800 

(0.89%) 

Turkeys 

710 

(0.79%) 

Birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

668 

(0.74%) 

Weight  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

2,607 

lbs. 

The  larger  of  the  two  processing  establishments  this 

year  accounted  for 

some  82%  of  the  total  throughput,  all  birds  being  New  York  Dressed.  At  the 
Pakistani  slaughtering  establishment  the  greater  number  of  the  birds  were  skinned 
and  eviscerated  although  a  larger  proportion  than  in  previous  years  were  New 
York  Dressed. 

Sporadic  outbreaks  of  Fowl  Pest  during  the  year  resulted  in  less  birds 
being  available  for  processing  by  both  establishments.  The  owners  carried  out 
their  own  system  of  inspection  supplemented  by  spot-check  inspections  of  all  the 
available  processed  birds  each  time  a  visit  was  made  to  the  premises. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  bulk  of  the  material  rejected  was  for  oedema  and 
emaciation,  parasitic  conditions  and  tumours.  The  disposal  of  these  carcases, 
together  with  the  feathers  and  viscera  from  the  dressed  birds  has  caused  problems 
in  the  case  of  the  smaller  establishment,  where  it  has  been  necessary  to  stress  the 
importance  of  correct  refuse  storage  and  the  transportation  to  the  tip  only  at  a 
time  when  it  is  manned  and  the  contents  may  be  immediately  buried  so  as  to 
minimise  nuisance.  This  problem  does  not  arise  in  the  case  of  the  larger  establish¬ 
ment  where  sufficient  land  is  available  so  that  the  waste  is  buried  on  site  daily. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACTS 

During  the  year  some  22  notifications  were  received  of  the  intention  to 
instal  furnaces,  boilers  or  similar  plant  of  a  capacity  of  55,000  B.T.U.  per  hour 
or  greater  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  3  (3)  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act  1956.  Two  of  these  notifications  related  to  industrial  plant  but  the  remainder 
were  domestic  central  heating  boilers,  oil  fired  in  each  case,  and  from  the  inform¬ 
ation  given  it  would  appear  that  they  should  be  capable  of  efficient  operation 
without  giving  rise  to  nuisance. 

Two  applications  were  received  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
section  6  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968,  for  the  approval  of  the  height  of  new 
chimneys  to  serve  boiler  plant  burning  oil  fuel  at  a  rate  equivalent  to  more  than 
1%  million  B.T.U.  per  hour.  In  both  cases,  discussions  had  previously  been  held 
with  the  applicants’  representatives  and  suitable  chimney  heights  had  been  sugg¬ 
ested  after  reference  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government’s 
Memorandum  on  Chimney  Heights.  The  applications,  when  formally  submitted, 
proposed  a  minimum  height  which  would  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
Memorandum  and  were  approved. 

The  asphalt  coating  plant  for  the  production  of  road  surfacing  material 
referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  has  not  yet  been  constructed.  However,  two  other 
coating  plants  have  been  constructed  in  the  Burghfield  area,  one  of  these  being 
a  temporary  plant  for  use  in  connection  with  the  M4  Motorway  construction. 
Planning  applications  for  further  such  plants  on  British  Railways  land  at  Theale 
and  Padworth  have  been  referred  to  County  Planning  for  determination.  Control 
of  such  plants  was  passed  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Alkali,  etc.  Works  Order  1971 
during  the  year  so  that  the  Local  Authority  may  no  longer  take  action  under  the 
Clean  Air  Acts.  Letters  have,  however,  been  sent  to  the  Alkali,  etc.  Works  Inspec¬ 
tor  regarding  the  emission  from  the  plants  at  Burghfield  which  he  has  inspected 
and  he  reports  that  suitable  arrestment  plant  was  fitted  and  operation  was 
satisfactory  in  his  opinion. 
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These  plants  are  liable  to  give  rise  to  nuisance  by  way  of  dust,  smoke  and 
fume  emissions  and  noise  and  it  is  a  little  disturbing  to  think  that  consent  should 
be  given  for  their  siting  within  the  District  when  we  have  now  no  power  to 
control  subsequent  emissions. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Number  of  complaints  received  462 

1.  Number  of  different  domestic  premises  visited  1 ,972 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  3,069 

Total  number  of  treatments  to  domestic  premises  283 

2.  Number  of  different  business  premises  visited  340 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  1 ,5  26 

Total  number  of  treatments  to  business  premises  234 

3.  Number  of  different  Local  Authority  premises  visited  21 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  290 

Total  number  of  treatments  to  L.A.  premises  53 

4.  Number  of  different  agricultural  premises  visited  192 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  1 ,354 

Total  number  of  treatments  to  agricultural  premises  289 


In  addition  311  visits  were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with  fly  or 
insect  control. 


Number  of  Contracts: 


A. 

Private  Dwellings 

53 

B. 

Business  premises 

64 

C. 

Agricultural  premises 

41 

Value  of  Contracts: 

£2,033 

Staff:  Rodent  Officer.  2  Rodent  Operators 


The  service  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  and 
no  major  difficulties  were  encountered.  Contract  charges  were  increased  by 
approximately  20%  from  April,  1971,  to  offset  the  general  price  increases  in 
material  and  equipment. 

A  major  policy  change  on  the  principle  of  Rodent  Control  charges  resulted 
in  a  decision  that  as  from  April  1972,  rodent,  wasp  and  insect  destruction  at  all 
domestic  premises  will  become  a  free  service. 

In  addition  to  substantially  improving  the  service,  the  new  policy  will 
correct  the  disparity  occuring  with  the  surrounding  districts,  which  have  for  many 
years  provided  a  rate-borne  service  for  private  dwellings  in  their  areas. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 

Number  Number  of  No.  ot 

on  No.  of  Written  Occupiers 

Premises  Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  2 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  78 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises).  2 


TOTAL  82 


59 


59 


6 


6 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

(1) 


Found 

(2) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Notified 

Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
(3)  Inspector  Inspector 
(4)  (5) 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  — 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  - 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  7  7 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  1  1 

Other  offences  against  the  Acts 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  — 

TOTAL  8  8 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  appears  to  be  little  comment  to  make  on  the  existing  supplies  by 
the  main  from  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board.  Although  no  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  with  the  private  estate  water  supplies,  one  tends  to  wonder  how 
limited  are  these  supplies  and  to  what  limit  can  they  be  extended.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  few  members  of  the  general  public  are  aware  of  how  much  is  used 
daily  by  the  average  household  or  whether  there  is  any  limit  to  the  amount  which 
can  be  supplied  from  the  various  sources,  public  or  private,  I  would  suggest  that 
the  time  must  come  when  far  more  expense  will  be  incurred  in  providing  the 
ever  increasing  quantity  of  water  which  is  required  for  all  purposes.  It  is  felt 
that  any  good  well,  which  is  now  in  existence,  should  be  maintained  in  good 
condition,  and  could  be  used  as  an  alternative  means  of  supply  if  the  need  arose. 

The  Table  showing  the  estimated  position  with  regard  to  Public  Mains 
and  Other  Water  Supplies:- 


Parish 

Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Public 

Mains 

Water 

Private 
mains  or 
wells 

Combe  and 

West  Woodhay 

60 

167 

57 

3 

East  Garston 

180 

517 

149 

31 

Great  Shefford 

228 

638 

198 

30 

Hungerford 

1,319 

4,157 

1,298 

21 

Inkpen 

286 

743 

228 

58 

Kintbury 

767 

2,103 

604 

163 

Lambourn 

1,007 

3,135 

984 

23 

TOTALS 

3,847 

11,460 

3,518 

329 

Samples  were  taken  as  below 

Samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Samples  taken  from  Public 

Supplies  1  - 

Samples  taken  from  Private 

Supplies  2  - 


SEPTIC  TANK  EMPTYING  SCHEME 

It  is  felt  that  little  can  be  said  under  this  section,  as  the  scheme  is  comp¬ 
arable  with  last  year,  the  activities  somewhat  below  expectations.  It  does  not 
follow  that,  because  claims  for  subsidy  were  low,  then  the  septic  tank  systems  in 
general  are  working  satisfactorily.  It  can  be  assumed  that  some  tanks  are  emitt¬ 
ing  effluent  of  a  poor  quality,  but  that  this  is  tolerated  by  the  adjoining  property 
owner  or  the  effluent  finds  its  way  into  natural  courses  away  from  habitable 
dwellings. 

It  is  surprising  that  in  areas  where  it  is  known  the  sub-soil  water  level  is 
high  and  will  not  allow  drainage,  very  few  complaints  are  ever  received  and  it  can 
only  be  that  the  provision  of  a  main  sewer  is  anxiously  awaited,  particularly  in 
the  Inkpen  area. 
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The  table  shows  work  carried  out  (until  31st  March)  and  subsidies  paid 
from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1971. 


Parish 

Dwellings 
on  which 
subsidy 
was  paid 

Subsidy 

£p. 

Dwellings 

requiring 

second 

service 

Dwellings 
on  which 
no  subsidy 
can  be  paid 

Combe  and  West 
Woodhay 

East  Garston 

7 

10.50 

— 

— 

Great  Shefford 
(incl.  Shefford 
Woodlands). 

5 

7.50 

Hungerford 

22 

31.60 

— 

— 

Inkpen 

36 

54.00 

— 

— 

Kintbury 

7 

12.00 

— 

— 

Lam  bourn  (incl. 
Eastbury,  Wood¬ 
land  St.  Mary, 
Upper  Lamboum 
and  Lambourn 
Woodlands). 

16 

24.00 

TOTALS 

93 

139.60 

— 

— 

HOUSING 


Number  of  dwellings  built 

(a)  by  local  authority  44 

(b)  by  private  enterprise  5 1 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  20 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  1 

3.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  were  made  7 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  following  formal  or  informal 

action  2 

6.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  made  by 

the  local  authority  Nil 

7.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  by 

the  Minister  Nil 

8.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Clearance  Orders  Nil 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

There  has  been  a  steady  stream  of  enquiries  with  regard  to  the  modernis¬ 
ation  of  the  remaining  sub-standard  dwellings  scattered  throughout  the  district. 
It  has  been  very  apparent  that  these  dwellings  require  a  greater  expenditure  than 
those  improved  only  a  short  time  ago.  This  is  due  naturally  to  at  least  two  factors, 
one  greater  demand  for  dwellings  in  the  area  and  of  course  increase  in  costs, 
both  labour  and  materials.  This  continued  activity  in  the  field  of  modernisation 
of  the  old  dwellings  is  pleasing  as  it  generally  preserves  the  rural  picture  as  far  as 
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possible.  The  Council  should  feel  satisfied  that  they  have  helped  in  this  preser¬ 
vation  and  not  allowed  the  older  dwellings  to  be  demolished  and  so  disappear. 

The  following  grants  were  authorised  during  the  year:- 


Owner/Occupied 

Premises 


Tenanted 

Premises 


Total 


Standard  5  5  10 

Discretionary  5  6  11 

Improvement  Grants  which  were  paid  during  the  year:- 
Standard  3  -  3 

Discretionary  3  5  8 

CARAVAN  SITES  and  CONTROL  of  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960 

The  private  site  at  Mill  Lane,  Lambourn  has  been  in  operation  for  some 
while  and  is  serving  a  very  useful  purpose  in  providing  the  type  of  accommodation 
which  is  readily  acceptable  to  many  newly-married  couples  and  indeed  the  persons 
who  require  only  a  small  unit  of  accommodation.  I  am  unaware  of  any  complaint 
which  has  arisen  from  this  site  or  that  it  has  given  rise  to  any  adverse  comment 
as  to  its  existence. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  very  limited  demand  over  the  past  year 
for  permission  to  station  caravans  on  individual  sites  and  these  only  in  cases 
where  new  dwellings  were  being  erected  or  existing  ones  being  repaired  and 
modernised.  The  caravans  are  removed  when  the  work  is  completed. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 
Milk  and  Dairies 

Milk  samples  —  sampling  of  milk  was  carried  out  as  in  previous  years:- 


No. 

of 

Samples 

Tested 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

and  found  satisfactory 

Phosphatase  Turbidity 

Test  Test 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

T.T.  Past  (C.I.) 

3 

1 

2  Void 

3 

— 

— 

T.T.  Past 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

3 

3 

2  Void 

3 

— 

Sterilised 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Raw  T.T.  (C.I.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.  Past  Horn. 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sale  of  Food 

No.  of  Food  Premises  in  the  district 


Cafe’s  and  Restaurants  2 

Licensed  Premises  and  Hotels  31 

Hostels  2 

Works  Canteens  3 

School  Kitchens  5 

Butchers  6 
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Fishfriers  and  Mongers 

Grocers 

Greengrocers 

Bakehouses 

Confectioners 

Milk  Retailers 

Baker  and  Confectioners 

Clubs 

Others 


5 

23 

5 
1 

14 

6 
7 
4 
9 


Unfit  Food 


Cooked  Meat 


149  lbs. 


Tinned  Food 

(Vegetables,  Fruit,  Fish, 
Fruit  Juices,  Soups  etc.) 


279  tins 


Ice-cream 


No  applications  for  registration  were  received  during  the  year. 


No.  of  Samples 


Provisions  Grade  I,  II,  III,  IV 

9 - - 


9 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
Collection 

In  my  previous  report  it  was  stated  that  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  would  be  considering  the  question  of  replacing  the  ‘kerbside’ 
collection  with  a  back-door  sack  collection.  This  Sub-Committee  met  and  reported 
their  recommendations  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  It  was  recommended  the 
‘pilot’  scheme  should  be  introduced  in  the  ‘built-up’  area  of  the  Kintbury 
Parish.  It  was  decided  to  use  a  polythene  sack  liner,  these  would  be  placed  in 
the  existing  containers  (i.e.  dustbins),  although  on  some  council  house  sites  in 
Kintbury  the  Council  had  already  provided  liner  containers,  and  it  is  intended  to 
replace  all  dustbins  with  these  ‘sack  containers’  when  the  bins  are  no  longer 
suitable.  The  containers  would  be  sold  to  the  occupiers  not  hired  on  an  annual 
rental  as  in  the  past. 

The  scheme  has  commenced  in  the  current  year  and  is  proving  a  reasonable 
success. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  replace  one  of  its 
compression  collection  vehicles,  and  the  delivery  of  a  new  vehicle  has  been 
promised  in  approximately  6  months. 


Collection  of  Bulky  Household  Refuse 

The  practice  of  providing  a  once  monthly  collection  of  bulky  articles  has 
been  continued  throughout  the  year.  It  has  been  evident  that  the  service  is  essen¬ 
tial  if  we  are  to  prevent  the  lanes  and  ditches  throughout  the  district  becoming 
dumps  for  this  waste,  and  which  the  Council  will  finally  have  to  clear.  The  overall 
amount  collected  has  increased  and  we  will  shortly  have  to  organise  a  collection 
on  one  day  a  fortnight,  as  the  demand  for  the  service  must  be  met. 

Although  there  is  some  expenditure  necessary  to  run  this  ‘special’  collec¬ 
tion  service,  it  is  surely  less  than  if  the  Council  had  to  collect  this  waste  as 
‘litter’  which  had  been  dumped  at  various  sites  throughout  the  district,  thereby 
creating  an  ‘eyesore’  of  a  beauty  spot. 

The  proof  of  the  work  of  this  service  is  the  fact  that  rarely  does  the 
Department  have  a  complaint  of  ‘litter’  dumping. 
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Disposal 

Dark  Lane,  Hungerford 

This  site  continues  to  take  the  majority  of  the  household  refuse  collected 
from  the  whole  district.  Every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  the  site  becoming  a 
nuisance  or  a  ‘blot’  on  the  landscape.  A  certain  amount  of  top  soil  is  always 
stockpiled  at  the  site  for  final  covering  when  the  pit  is  filled.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  tip  will  last  for  a  further  period  of  approximately  2  years. 

Derelict  Vehicles 

The  Council’s  scheme  of  ‘free  removal’  of  unwanted  vehicles  continues  to 
provide  a  very  worthwhile  service.  There  is  no  necessity  for  any  vehicle  to  be 
abandoned  by  the  roadside  or  left  to  ‘rot’  in  a  field  car  park  etc.  It  is  felt  that 
publicity  should  be  given  to  this  scheme  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year,  so 
that  no  ratepayer  need  be  unaware  of  the  service  which  is  readily  available.  It 
must  be  pointed  out  that,  apart  from  the  derelict  vehicles  affecting  the  amenities 
of  the  district,  they  can  be  a  very  real  danger  to  children  who  cannot  be  prevented 
from  playing  in  and  around  the  vehicles. 

LITTER 

The  Council  are  continually  reviewing  their  arrangements  to  prevent  litter 
being  dumped  in  the  built-up  or  rural  parts  of  the  district.  The  new  free  standing 
litter  baskets  which  were  sited  in  the  High  Street,  Hungerford  have  been  well 
received  and  have  apparently  not  proved  to  be  a  target  for  vandals  -  no  complaints 
or  damage  have  been  reported. 

The  Utter  bins  at  the  various  ‘beauty  spots’  continue  to  be  well  used  and 
no  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  owners  of  the  land.  Perhaps  the 
members  of  the  public  who  visit  these  sites  realise  their  responsibility  in  the 
matter  of  litter. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  table  shows  a  copy  of  the  annual  return  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

Non- Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

3724 

355 

a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification 

219 

14 

b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

133 

6 

(ii)  Mice 

13 

— 

a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

18 

134 

b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

12 

134 

(ii)  Mice 

3 

— 

4.  No  sewers  were  infested  by  rats  during  the  year. 
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ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT 

NO  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Act. 


PETROLEUM 

Total  number  of  premises  licenced  at  end  of  year  58 

No.  of  visits  made  to  licenced  premises  (including 

detailed  inspections)  43 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Annual  Report  made  to  the  Minister  of 
Labour. 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  No.  of 
Premises 
registered  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

— 

13 

1 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops  and 

1 

31 

6 

warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Catering 

— 

3 

— 

Fuel 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

48 

7 

Total  number  of  Males  employed 

92 

Total  number  of  Females  employed 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to 

161 

registered  premises 

14 

(The  total  number  of  visits  does  include  visits  which  have  been  made  to 
registered  premises  for  purposes  other  than  Offices  and  Shops). 

This  section  of  the  report  shows  slight  activity.  There  appears  to  be  little 
change  in  numbers  or  types  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act.  It  is  also  a  fact 
that  many  of  the  premises  requiring  inspection  under  this  Act  are  often  visited 
for  other  purposes. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Written 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities  3  2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  44  36 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises).  -  — 

TOTAL  47  38 


Particulars 

0) 


Found 

(2) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Notified 

Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 


(3)  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 
(4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Acts 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

TOTAL 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Foreword  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Few  public  health  problems  arose  during  the  year.  Housing  conditions  are 
generally  very  satisfactory  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  results  of  the  housing 
survey  will  show  that  the  number  of  houses  without  bathrooms  is  well  below  the 
national  average. 

The  district  is  well  supplied  with  mains  water,  and  the  Engineer  in  his 
latest  programme,  has  allowed  for  sewerage  of  some  smaller  villages. 

The  completion  of  the  M4  has  increased  the  demand  for  housing  in  the 
district,  and  the  increase  in  price  for  housing  has  been  alarming  and  unfortunately 
may  lead  to  accommodation  being  shared  by  more  than  one  family,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  newly  married  couples.  This  may  prove  to  be  the  main  public 
health  problem  in  the  next  few  years. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  AT  31st  DECEMBER  1971 

Chairman: 

COUNCILLOR  P.J.  WIGGINS 
Vice-Chairman: 

COUNCILLOR  G.H.  PEARCE 

Councillors:-  MR.  G.W.  WALLIS 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council 

Air/Cdre.  H.G.  BLAIR,  C.B.E. 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council 

MISS  B.M.  CRUMP,  MRS.  A.  SAYERS,  MESSRS.  P.  BAKER,  J.N.  BINGHAM, 
E.J.  ETTRIDGE,  F.  HOWES,  J.G.  JANAWAY,  R.V.  LAILEY,  B.G.  MERRIMAN, 
C.G.  POTT,  R.T.  REED,  R.H.  STRADLING,  S.  VINCE  &  BRIG.  W.J.  COLYER. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Surveyor  &  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
C.J.  COOKE,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.I.P.H.E. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
H.M.  BLACKSHAW,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
S.  BURGESS,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Authorised  Meat  Inspector 
B.  COSGROVE,  A.M.R.S.H.,  A.M.I. 

(Appointed  22nd  February) 

Clerical  Assistant 
MRS:  J.D.  MUNDY 


Water  Supplies 

Thames  Valley  Water  Board  are  responsible  for  the  mains  water  supply 
throughout  the  District.  Some  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  entailing 
twenty-two  samples  being  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  These  comp¬ 
laints  varied  from  ‘smell’  in  the  mains  water  supply  to  rodents  gaining  access 
to  a  private  reservoir  and  polluted  stream  water  in  which  watercress  was  growing. 
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Of  the  twenty-two  samples  taken  twelve  proved  satisfactory.  The  ten 
unsatisfactory  results  comprised  seven  from  spring  waters,  two  from  the  private 
reservoir  and  one  from  a  school  swimming  pool.  Advice  was  given  in  connection 
with  all  these  unsatisfactory  samples  and  I  am  glad  to  report  the  offending  school 
pool  is  now  being  chlorinated  regularly  and  not  intermittently  as  before. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  the  various  parishes. 


Number 

Houses 

Parish 

Population 

of 

without 

Houses 

mains  water 

Boxford 

452 

174 

11 

Brimpton  and  Wasing 

515 

185 

7 

Chieveiey 

2,253 

532 

21 

Cold  Ash 

2,230 

574 

2 

Enborne 

590 

169 

1 

Greenham 

1,203 

294 

4 

Ham  stead  Marshall 

199 

71 

— 

Hermitage 

842 

301 

2 

Leckhampstead 

330 

129 

— 

Midgham 

332 

111 

10 

Shaw-cum-Donnington 

1,816 

629 

1 

Speen 

2,296 

519 

32 

Thatcham 

10,551 

3,426 

42 

Welford 

591 

214 

2 

Winterbourne 

145 

72 

6 

Woolhampton 

672 

210 

— 

TOTAL 

25,017 

7,610 

141 

Of  the  141  houses  not  on  a  public  supply,  39  have  a  private  main  supply 
and  the  remainder  are  served  either  by  a  well  or  a  bore. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  1971,  surface  water  drainage  schemes  were  carried  out  at  Crown 
Mead,  Park  Lane  and  opposite  Northfield  Road,  Thatcham. 

Due  to  land  acquisition  problems,  the  village  sewerage  scheme  for  Ham- 
stead  Marshall  was  not  commenced  as  programmed  and  had  to  be  delayed  until 
1972.  Survey  work  and  preliminary  design  was  commenced  in  connection  with 
surface  water  sewerage  schemes  for  Bourne  Ditch,  Station  Road  and  Elmhurst 
Road,  Thatcham,  and  in  connection  with  foul  sewerage  schemes  for  Brimpton, 
Boxford  and  Winterbourne. 

An  incentive  bonus  system  for  sewerage  maintenance  workers  was  intro¬ 
duced  during  May. 

In  October,  the  “Engineer’s  Fifth  Sewerage  &  Sewage  Disposal  Report  for 
the  District”  was  prepared  and  this  document  reviewed  the  progress  of  work  to 
date,  summarised  the  outstanding  work  and  laid  down  a  programme  for  the 
period  up  to  local  government  reorganisation  in  1974. 
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Housing 

There  is  not  a  great  problem  with  unfit  houses  in  the  district,  however 
a  number  of  properties  still  lack  all  modern  amenities.  The  trend  is,  especially 
following  the  opening  of  the  M4  motorway,  for  house  prices  to  accelerate  quickly 
and  many  older  properties  are  being  improved  with  or  without  grant  aid. 


The  following  table  gives  figures  for  the  year:  — 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  built: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  68 

(b)  By  private  persons  375 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and  not 

repairable  at  reasonable  cost.  1 

3.  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  but  capable  of  repair  at 

reasonable  cost.  41 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action.  40 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  by  statutory  action.  Nil 

6.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

made.  Nil 

7.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuant  of  demolition  order.  Nil 

8.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  clearance  orders.  Nil 

9.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuant  to  clearance 

orders.  Nil 


Item  1(a)  and  (b)  show  an  improvement  on  last  year’s  figures.  Private 
building  has  increased  two  and  a  half  times  with  Council  housing  also  greatly 
increasing. 


Improvement  Grants 

All  applications  for  both  Standard  and  Improvement  (Discretionary)  Grants 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  applications  received  for  both 
types  of  grant  in  the  past  ten  years. 


No.  of  No.  Granted 


Year 

Applications 

Standard 

Improvement 

Refused 

1962 

56 

9 

45 

2 

1963 

29 

13 

16 

— 

1964 

43 

13 

26 

4 

1965 

37 

11 

26 

— 

1966 

40 

24 

14 

2 

1967 

37 

18 

18 

1 

1968 

25 

11 

14 

— 

1969 

13 

5 

6 

2 

1970 

43 

19 

17 

7 

1971 

47 

15 

24 

8 

The  year  shows  a  slight  increase  in  applications  over  1970  although  many 
more  enquiries  have  been  received.  With  the  ever  widening  field  in  which  grants 
are  being  offered  the  Council  were  asked  to  formulate  guide  lines  for  works 
which  would  not  receive  grant  aid.  This  policy  includes  refusing  aid  towards 
installing  a  damp-proof  course  and  treatment  of  woodworm  infestation  in  proper¬ 
ties  already  containing  modern  amenities. 

Some  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  who  have  been  informed 
by  private  firms  dealing  in  these  two  matters  that  a  grant  was  probable.  This 
difficulty  could  be  prevented  if  only  the  public  would  make  more  use  of  Council 
facilities  and  contact  the  Council  Offices  before  going  too  far  with  their  plans. 

A  parish  by  parish  housing  survey  was  started  in  the  autumn  to  obtain 
an  accurate  picture  of  the  district.  Special  attention  is  being  paid  to  houses 
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worth  retaining  but  without  bedrooms  and  unfit  houses  not  repairable  at  reason¬ 
able  expense.  The  problem  of  placing  properties  in  this  last  category  becomes 
greater  year  by  year  owing  to  the  amount  of  money  people  will  pay  for  a  derelict 
cottage  in  the  area,  especially  with  the  advent  of  the  M4  motorway.  Also,  with 
the  ever  increasing  purchase  price  of  properties,  it  makes  one  wonder  if  any 
house  is  unfit  and  not  repairable  at  reasonable  expense. 

Twenty-nine  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were  received  during 
the  year  of  which  ten  involved  standard  grants  and  two  improvement  grants. 
Also,  of  the  twenty-nine,  twenty -one  required  one  or  more  items  of  repair  to  be 
carried  out  before  issue  of  the  final  certificate.  In  fact  only  nine  final  certificates 
were  issued  during  1971. 

Council  Housing 

Two  new  Council  housing  schemes  were  commenced  during  the  year.  A 
joint  housing  project  with  Newbury  Borough  for  the  building  of  405  housing  units 
at  Greenham  Court,  and  a  scheme  for  the  erection  of  35  dwellings  at  Sagecroft 
Road,  Thatcham. 

The  dwellings  at  Thatcham  are  all  one  bedroom  or  two  bedroom  types  and 
will  be  used  mainly  for  re-housing  the  older  tenants  from  existing  Council  houses 
which  are  underoccupied. 

All  dwellings  will  be  provided  with  means  of  central  heating. 

Caravan  Sites  &  Control  of  Development  Act 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  licenced  sites  as  at  3 1st  December 

(a)  Individual  2 

(b)  Multiple  1 1 

Total  number  of  caravans  or  licenced  sites:  235 

Of  the  above,  five  sites  housing  eighty-three  caravans  have  permanent 
planning  permission. 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  the  sites  and  any  contraventions,  all  of  minor 
concern  were  dealt  with  following  notification  to  the  site  operators. 

I  mentioned  in  my  last  report  the  difficulty  experienced  with  a  group  of 
caravans  which  are  exempt,  under  present  legislation,  from  planning  or  licensing 
control.  These  are  the  workers  employed  on  the  construction  of  the  M4  motorway 
passing  through  our  district.  The  number  of  these  workers’  caravans  rose  to  111 
during  September  and  had  reduced  a  little  to  96  by  the  end  of  the  year  when,  in 
fact,  the  motorway  was  officially  opened.  It  is  expected  that  many  months  will 
pass  before  all  caravans  have  left  owing  to  finishing  work  and  maintenance 
required  when  a  motorway  is  first  in  use.  How  a  Council  can  determine  whether  a 
caravan  is  occupied  by  a  motorway  worker  or  not  is  also  a  problem  and  with  local 
residents  expecting  all  caravans  to  disappear  immediately  after  the  M4  opening, 
many  more  visits  and  much  time  is  expected  to  be  necessary  in  1972. 

The  problem  of  refuse  disposal,  and  especially  abandoned  cars,  gives  a 
genuine  source  of  complaint  to  local  villagers  and  a  headache  to  Council  officials 
and  the  whole  issue  encourages  bad  relations  with  local  residents  and  leads  to 
even  greater  resentment  by  the  caravan  dwellers  themselves.  Caravans  appear 
overnight  on  land  adjoining  the  motorway  and  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
obtaining  the  basic  requirements  of  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation. 

I  must  say  again  that  this  loophole  in  caravan  law  could  so  easily  be 
closed  by  a  clause  in  government  contracts  requiring  provision  of  suitable  sites, 
following  prior  consultation  with  the  Councils  concerned. 

Food  Premises 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the 
area  which  are  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations. 

Grocers  36 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  7 

(including  4  Bakeries) 

Butchers  6 
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Greengrocers  5 

Sugar  Confectioners  7 

Fishmongers  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  1 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels  45 

Other  Caterers  and  Canteens  8 

Sausage  and  Pie  Manufacturers  1 

Frozen  Food  Specialists  3 

Wine  Bottlers  1 

TOTAL  122 


Seven  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  sixty- 
three  are  licensed  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  pre-wrapped  ice-cream. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  to  the  above  premises  and  various  works 
were  requested  either  verbally  or  by  letter,  however  no  formal  action  was 
necessary. 

Two  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  one  involving  mould  on 
sausages  and  the  other  packet  cheese  for  which  the  analyst  stated  “Has  nothing 
wrong  with  it  which  is  not  explained  by  its  very  great  age”.  In  both  cases  the 
cause  was  unsatisfactory  storage  and  lack  of  knowledge  by  retailers  of  coding 
systems.  Investigation  still  revealed  retailers  were  not  fully  informed  of  these 
codes  even  though  assurances  were  received  from  food  manufacturers  that  this 
information  was  given  to  all  their  customers. 

Meat  Inspection 

One  privately  owned  slaughterhouse  is  situated  in  the  area  where  the  kill 
comprises  mainly  pigs  with  a  small  number  of  sheep  and  calves.  The  premises  are 
well  kept  and  the  quality  of  meat  fairly  high.  The  owners  had  indicated  their 
intention  to  increase  their  throughput  over  the  1970  total  and  with  this  in  mind 
an  Authorised  Meat  Inspector  was  appointed  early  in  the  year  commencing  duties 
in  February.  This  has  greatly  eased  the  time  consuming  work  involved  in  meat 
inspection  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  enabled  them  to  carry  out  more 
routine  work  and  improve  the  service  to  the  public  generally. 

Every  carcase  and  all  offal  was  inspected  together  with  a  10%  gut  inspection. 

The  following  were  killed  during  1 97 1 :  — 

Pigs  Sheep  Calves 

42,114  64  22 

(31,802)  (39)  (30) 

Quantity  condemned:  — 

14tons  6  cwt.  1  qr.  23  lbs. 

(lOtons  19  cwt.-  3  qr.  27  lbs.) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1970. 

All  condemned  meat  is  removed  for  the  manufacture  of  animal  food  or 
fertilisers. 

The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  return  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  concerning  tuberculosis. 


Tuberculosis  Only 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

114 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0.27 

Other  items  of  food  surrendered  and  condemned  were 

Ice  Cream 

15  lbs. 

Roasting  Chickens  (22) 

94  lbs. 

Total 

42,000 

(31,871) 
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Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  1971 

These  amendment  regulations  came  into  force  on  16th  August  1971  and 
whilst  converting  the  charges  to  decimal  money  also  gave  an  increase  of  approx¬ 
imately  33  1/3%.  The  Council  decided  to  implement  the  maximum  charge  from 
1st.  October  1971  viz:  — 

In  the  case  of  each  calf  or  pig  5p 

In  the  case  of  each  Sheep,  Lamb 

or  goat  4p 

(Bovine  animals  are  not  slaughtered) 

The  total  charge  levied  on  the  slaughterhouse  for  the  year  amounted  to 
£1746.64  which  was  paid  into  the  general  rate  fund. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933-54 

Seven  slaughtermen’s  licences  were  issued,  five  being  full  licences  and  two 
restricted. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 

Two  premises  were  licenced  to  boil  pig  food  in  the  year.  Both  were 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

The  majority  of  visits  carried  out  in  the  year  were  general  inspections 
covering  all  aspects  of  the  Act  and  Regulations. 

Contraventions  found  were  mainly  of  a  minor  nature  the  most  common 
being  lack  of  thermometers  and  first-aid  kits.  Thermometers  tend  to  be  removed 
when  a  thermostatically  controlled  heating  system  is  installed  as  the  occupiers 
consider  the  thermostat  replaced  the  need  for  a  thermometer.  The  fault  assoc¬ 
iated  with  first  aid  kits  is  simply  one  of  not  keeping  enough  replacement  items  to 
ensure  the  kit  is  full  at  all  times. 

All  contraventions  found,  were  quickly  remedied  when  attention  was 
drawn  to  them. 

Accidents 

No  accidents  were  reported  in  the  year  which  is  surprising  considering 
the  number  of  persons  employed  daily  in  registered  premises.  This  confirms  my 
opinion  that  occupiers  fail  to  make  the  required  report  and  this  will  only  be 
overcome  with  constant  reminders  from  inspectorate. 


The  following  table  is  an 
Ministry:- 

[  extract  of  the 

Annual  Report 

made  to  the 

Premises 

Class  of  Premises  Registered 

during  the 

year 

Total  No. 
of  Registered 
Premises 

General 
Inspections 
during  the 
year 

Persons 

Employed 

Offices  — 

26 

15 

86 

Retail  Shops  - 

43 

33 

133 

Wholesale  Shops  and 

Warehouses  — 

4 

3 

49 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public 

and  canteens  _ 

14 

12 

47 

Fuel  Storage  depots  _ 

1 

1 

11 

Totals  — 

88 

63 

326 
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Total  number  of  Males  employed  167 
Total  number  of  Females  employed  159 


Total  number  of  visits  to  registered 
premises  under  the  Act.  72 


Petroleum  Installations 

At  December  31st.  1971,  71  premises  were  licensed  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit.  The  total  quantity  stored  was  171,000  gallons  plus  5,000  lbs. 
of  carbide  of  calcium. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  pattern  of  storage  from  which  it  can  be 
seen  the  majority  are  small  installations  situated  mainly  in  farm  premises. 


Not  exceeding  500  gallons 


44 


Exceeding 

500  gallons  but  not  exceeding  1 ,000 

8 

1,000  “ 

44 

“  5,000 

9 

>> 

5,000  “ 

44 

“  10,000 

6 

>> 

10,000  “ 

44 

20,000 

3 

20,000  “ 

44 

“  50,000 

1 

71 

Visits  were  made 

to  all  of  the 

premises 

where  any  contraventions 

brought  to  the  owner’s 

notice. 

Refuse  Collection  &  Disposal 

With  all  properties,  except  some  commercial  businesses,  on  a  paper  sack 
system  dustless  collection  working  conditions  for  the  refuse  collector  have 
greatly  improved.  The  saving  of  one  journey  to  each  property  plus  the  general 
cleanliness  of  the  system  has  been  reflected  in  the  increased  number  of  properties 
cleared  in  a  working  week.  The  problem  of  Bank  Holiday  collections  is  also 
solved  in  that  a  double  issue  of  sacks  can  be  made  the  week  prior  to  the  holiday, 
with  double  collection  two  weeks  later. 

One  disadvantage  with  paper  sacks  is  the  possibility  of  injury  being  caused 
to  the  loader  by  sharp  objects  protruding  through  the  paper.  However,  only  two 
such  incidents  occurred  in  the  year  and  neither  were  serious. 

The  district  is  served  by  three  loading  compression  refuse  vehicles  in  con¬ 
stant  use,  and  one  similar  vehicle  as  standby. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  vehicles  used:- 


Date 


No. 

Makers 

Capacity 

Type 

commissioned 

1 

Shelvoke  &  Drewry 
Ltd. 

35  cu.  yd. 

Pakamatic  with 
compression  ram 

April  1965 

2 

>> 

** 

June  1966 

3 

>> 

** 

June  1969 

4 

50/60  cu.  yd. 

Revopak 

Sept.  1971 

5 

700  F.G.  Morris 

3  ton  wt. 

Tipper 

April  1970 

6 

Austin  Mini  Van 

— 

— 

April  1971 

7 

Massey -Ferguson 

300  Crawler-Loader 

IV2  cu.  yd. 
bucket 

Drott  4  in  1 

Nov.  1971 

Vehicles  numbers  2,  3  and  4,  are  used  throughout  the  working  week  with 
Vehicle  No.l  as  a  standby.  No. 5  is  used  for  special  and  old  iron  collections  with 
No. 6  used  by  the  Refuse  Foreman.  No. 7  is  stationed  on  the  refuse  tip  and  used 
jointly  with  the  Newbury  Borough  Council. 

The  year  saw  the  first  of  a  new  type  of  vehicle  purchased  by  the  Council, 
namely  the  S  &  D  Revopak.  The  system  of  rotating  teeth  gives  a  better  compac¬ 
tion  than  with  the  Pakamatic  machines.  This  is  especially  advantageous  with  a 
paper  sack  system  of  refuse  collection  as  the  sacks  are  torn  open  in  the  process 
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of  compaction.  With  this  increased  efficiency,  difficulty  was  experienced  on  the 
tip  in  moving  a  fairly  compact  mass  of  refuse.  With  this  in  view,  a  new  crawler- 
loader  was  purchased  and  at  the  same  time  a  new  bonus  scheme  introduced  with 
one  employee  less  working  on  the  tip.  To  date  this  has  proved  most  successful 
and  the  heavier  tracked  shovel  gives  better  compaction  and  management  of  the 
refuse  tip  and  less  reason  for  complaints  from  nearby  residents. 

It  is  expected  that  a  second  Revopak  will  be  purchased  in  April  1972  and 
a  further  new  machine  in  1973. 

Old  iron  and  large  articles  of  refuse  are  collected  from  the  whole  of  the 
District  twice  a  year  free  of  charge.  This  is  a  kerbside  collection  and  entails  the 
hire  of  a  private  contractors’  lorry  together  with  the  use  of  the  Council’s  3  ton 
vehicle  and,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  autumn,  the  new  Revopak.  All  labour,  except 
one  driver,  is  provided  by  the  Council.  The  total  quantity  collected  in  1971 
amounted  to  IISV2  loads  in  1086  man  hours. 

A  problem  met  during  the  year  was  that  of  cardboard  collection  from  busi¬ 
ness  premises,  in  particular,  supermarkets.  Normally,  collection  is  made  by  a 
private  firm  who  in  fact  pays  the  shop  owner  for  clean  bundled  cardboard.  How¬ 
ever,  the  paper  industry  suffered  a  recession  in  the  year  and  the  private  collection 
ceased  and  traders  had  to  make  other  arrangements.  A  special  collection  was 
arranged  each  week  on  a  temporary  basis,  fortunately  a  new  firm  took  over  the 
collection  of  the  cardboard. 

One  advertisement  was  printed  on  the  refuse  sacks  in  1971,  this  was  from 
a  firm  who  had  used  this  advertising  medium  the  previous  year. 

Litter  Bins 

A  number  of  the  old  post-hanging  litter  bins  were  replaced  by  close  wire 
mesh  sack  holders.  This  was  done  for  two  reasons,  namely,  to  prevent  the  vand¬ 
alism  that  post-hung  bins  seem  to  attract,  and  by  using  paper  sacks,  bring  them  in 
line  with  normal  household  collections.  The  only  problem  met  so  far  is  that  occas¬ 
ionally  a  sack  is  taken,  however  this  is  preferable  to  damage  being  occasioned  to 
the  holders  themselves. 

Street  Scavenging  &  Public  Convenience 

One  man  is  employed  full-time  in  the  capacity  of  street  sweeper/conven¬ 
ience  cleaner.  Mechanical  aid  is  not  used  and  provided  the  man  concerned  is 
conscientious  this  system  works  well. 

Civic  Amenities  Act  1967 

The  Act  makes  it  the  duty  of  a  local  authority  to  remove  from  any  land 
in  the  open  air  or  from  any  other  land  forming  part  of  a  highway  in  their  area  a 
motor  vehicle  which  appears  to  have  been  abandoned.  Fortunately,  there  is  not 
too  much  of  a  problem  in  our  area.  Some  seven  vehicles  were  dealt  with  in  the 
year  with  a  further  twenty-eight  being  found  on  Council  Estates.  Of  the  grand 
total  of  thirty-five  vehicles,  three  were  sold,  nineteen  were  removed  by  a  local 
scrap  dealer  at  our  request,  and  the  remaining  thirteen  were  removed  apparently 
by  the  owners  themselves. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

Seven  premises  were  registered  for  the  boarding  of  a  total  of  85  cats  and 
212  dogs.  Each  premises  being  inspected  before  licensing  and  at  some  time  in  the 
summer  months. 

Conditions  were  generally  satisfactory  although  it  was  considered  some 
degree  of  uniformity  should  be  attained.  With  this  in  mind,  a  new  set  of  conditions 
made  in  conjunction  with  the  R.S.P.C.A.  was  attached  to  all  licences  for  the 
calender  year  1972. 

Rodent  Control 

A  joint  scheme  with  Newbury  Borough  Council  and  Hungerford  Rural 
District  Council  is  used.  The  two  operators  work  under  the  direction  of  the  Bor¬ 
ough  Public  Health  Department,  costs  being  apportioned  between  the  three  Coun¬ 
cils. 
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The  details  given  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  were:- 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Type  of  Property 

Properties  other  than  sewers 

Non -Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

8,401 

373 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 

inspected  following  notification 

315 

6 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

188 

3 

(ii)  Mice 

25 

— 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 

notification 

19 

87 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

16 

87 

(ii)  Mice 

2 

— 

Sewers 

Sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year 

None 

Air  Pollution  Experiment 

In  conjunction  with  the  Esso  Research  Station  at  Abingdon,  a  traffic  poll¬ 
ution  experiment  was  started  along  the  A4  to  see  what  effects  the  new  M4  would 
have  on  pollution  levels.  It  was  assumed  a  reduction  in  traffic  numbers  on  the  A4 
would  follow  the  motorway  opening  and  that  a  corresponding  reduction  in  pollu¬ 
tion  would  be  found. 

The  equipment,  to  record  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide,  was  placed  adjacent 
to  the  highway  with  a  monitoring  instrument  stationed  in  a  back  garden.  The 
initial  results  revealed  quite  a  difference  in  pollution  between  these  two  instru¬ 
ments  which  were  only  some  30  yards  apart.  The  ‘before  M4’  readings  have 
been  taken  in  1972  and  ‘after  M4’  readings  will  be  taken  and  I  hope  to  enlarge 
on  this  in  my  next  report. 

Noise 

In  anticipation  of  future  complaints  concerning  noise  being  caused,  and 
classed  as  a  nuisance,  by  traffic  using  the  new  motorway  (M4)  a  series  of  sound 
level  reading  were  taken  from  ten  points  along  the  site  of  works.  The  points 
were  chosen  both  north  and  south  of  the  motorway  near  residential  areas. 

Both  day  and  night  readings  were  taken  in  summer  and  winter.  For  all 
readings  the  dBA  scale  was  used,  and  general  observations  taken  concerning  wind 
direction,  distance  from  works,  atmospheric  conditions  etc. 

It  was  obvious  from  the  start  of  the  exercise  that  noise  levels  would  incr¬ 
ease  after  the  motorway  was  opened,  but  without  these  earlier  levels  it  would  be 
impossible  to  give  the  increase  in  decibels.  The  background  level  for  daytime 
varied  between  40  dBA  and  50  dBA  with  night  levels  falling  to  around  30  dBA. 

Next  year  will  see  the  second  stage  of  the  experiment  following  the  official 
opening  of  the  M4  in  late  December. 

Factories  Act  1961 

There  were  81  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  are  somewhat  limited  and 
inspections  tend  to  be  carried  out  irregularly  especially  with  the  ever  increasing 
list  of  additional  work  requiring  attention.  Premises  which  require  inspections 
under  other  regulations  e.g.  food  hygiene,  are  visited  more  frequently  than  those 
which  are  solely  factories. 

There  is  one  outworker  in  the  District  engaged  on  the  making  and  repairing 
of  wearing  apparel. 
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The  tables  below  show  the  number  of  inspections  made  and  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register  Inspections 
(2)  (3) 

Number  of 

Written  Occupiers 
Notices  Prosecuted 
(4)  (5) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

7 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

74 

40 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

TOTAL_ 81_ 41_ Nil_ Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

0) 

Pound 

(2) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Remedied  To  H.M. 

(3)  Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Number  of  case 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l). 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Inneffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Acts 
(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

5 

5 

_ 

Berkshire  County  Council  Act,  1953 

Adoption  of  Licensing  of  Buildings  for  Public  Dancing,  Singing  &  Music 

The  Council  agreed  to  adopt  the  relevant  sections  in  the  1953  Act  regarding 
inspections  of  premises  requiring  a  licence  for  public  entertainment.  Joint  inspec¬ 
tions  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  a  County  Council  representa¬ 
tive  in  attendance  every  fourth  year. 

A  total  of  14  applications  were  received  during  the  year,  12  being  granted 
and  2  being  deferred  because  the  premises  do  not  comply  with  the  Act. 

Theatres  Act,  1968 

This  is  closely  allied  to  the  above  licensing  and  inspections  are  carried  out 
in  the  same  manner. 

One  application  was  received  and  following  inspection  was  granted  an 
annual  licence,  also  two  applicants  were  granted  an  occasional  licence. 
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